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Welcome back to NRLCEO for 2024, and as always, 
I’m sure everyone is keen for the season to start – 
it’s been a fucking long off-season with plenty of 
shit cricket and tennis to avoid…! 

What a time of the year it is – you know when the 
Bible comes out that it is almost Draftmas – Merry 
Draftmas everyone and the NRLCEO Team are 
looking forward to another competitive season, 
both on the NRL and CEO field! 

2024 will present a whole host of challenges not 
like other seasons. In his infinite wisdom, ole 
mate V’Landys has seen fit to split the first round 
and send 4 teams to Vegas – what can go wrong 
there? Also, let’s change the drop-out rule midway 
through the pre-season to promote attacking 
footy…ok…

As you’d expect, Season 2024 is going to be 
unpredictable. Can the Panthers continue 
dominating and can the Warriors maintain their 
mojo? Will the Broncos bounce back from their epic 
GF choke or will the Roosters rise again?

We welcome the Dolphins back for another season 
– early on in 2023, no one could have predicted 
how well they would be going. And finally, who will 
win the spoon? The Dragons off the back of their 
new peptide scheme are looking good for it, but the 
Tigers are always lurking, eager to disappoint…  

The Season - 27 rounds long again has plenty of 
byes with SOO having an impact yet again! To those 
new to NRLCEO, considering the ramifications of a 
17-team competition requires more than a glance 
if you are to experience CEO glory this season.  
Reading this Bible and research will be more 
important than ever, if CEO success is sought…

I would like to thank all the volunteers who make 
NRLCEO what it is each year. Graphic Designer, 
Scotty Beeby (Owner of the brilliant Rugby League 
Merch label) and his artistic flair with this NRLCEO 
Bible, the Live Scoring Team for their weekly efforts, 
and of course Commish Adz for all his hard work 
behind the scenes – we salute you!!! 

To all the NRLCEO Coaches out there, we thank you 
for your support (and feedback on social media) 
and we hope you enjoy reading the 2024 NRLCEO 
Season Guide as much as we have enjoyed putting 
it together. 

Finally, no one can predict what this season will 
bring and how much more the Video Refs can 
fuck it all up - so organise those drafts, up the 
stakes, grab the beers, and enjoy Season 2024 with 
NRLCEO, powered by TheBench!!

THE FOOTY IS BACK!!!

BRING ON DRAFT SEASON!BRING ON DRAFT SEASON!

- MIG- MIG

WRITTEN BY
MIG HOYLE

- Guru of Fantasy Footy - 
- AKA the PVL of NRLCEO -



Most people reading this are likely to be diehard NRLCEO fanatics with at least a couple years of experience. 
That being said, there is sure to be at least a few of you that are new to this and many more who could use 
a brush up on how to play.

Before we flood you with information in the rest of this season guide, take a second to look over everything 
below so that we’re all starting off on the same foot.

NRLCEO is Australia’s largest promotion/relegation draft for NRL fantasy football. Where Supercoach and 
NRL Fantasy assign prices to each player and give you a salary cap, NRLCEO prefers the draft approach. 
Every player is available to be in your team, but they’re all unique. CEOs (that’s you and the other players in 
your league) take turns to pick players, but once they’ve been picked, nobody else can use them. 

A QUICK REFRESHER

•	 “Edge combinations are severely 
underrated”  
- Michael Hanna

•	 “Don’t waste 10 terminations on ‘hot takes’ 
before round one kicks off”  
- Matt Paton

•	 “Whoever Deano tips as his dud from 
Manly, I’m making that my first round pick 
and captain”  
- @deank88

•	 “Pick the best available player even if short 
in another position, and pick centres last.”  
- Adam Hewat

•	 “Once the draft is complete, try not to 
be tempted by free agents. Your limited 
player terminations have to last the entire 
season.”  
- Scott Beeby

•	 “Forwards win matches, backs by how 
much, ensure you have a good base of 
workhorses over a flashy backline.”  
- Geoff Adams

•	 “If you are the last player to pick a kicker in 
your competition, wait until the last round 
to pick them. You effectively get another 
top tier pick.”  
- @JarvFromOz

METRE EATERS 		        (2 POINTS)
Fullbacks: 		 Run 150m+
Wingers: 		  Run 150m+
Centres: 		  Run 100m+
Five-Eighths: 	 Run 100m+
Halfbacks: 		 Run 100m+
Front Rowers: 	 Run 150m+
Hookers: 		  Run 75m+
Back Rowers: 	 Run 125m+
Locks: 		  Run 150m+
Bench:		  Run 125m+

DOUBLE METRE EATERS 	 (4 POINTS)
Hookers: 		  Run 125m+
All others: 		 Run 200m+

TRIPLE METRE EATERS 		  (6 POINTS)
All positions: 	 Run 300m+

WORKHORSE 			   (5 POINTS)
All forwards: 	 40+ tackles/hitups

DOUBLE WORKHORSE 		  (10 POINTS)
Hookers: 		  60+ tackles/hitups & 75m+
Forwards: 		 60+ tackles/hitups & 150m+

TRIPLE WORKHORSE 		  (15 POINTS)
Hookers: 		  70+ tackles/hitups & 125m+ 
Forwards: 		 70+ tackles/hitups & 200m+

FROM YOUR FELLOW CEOS: SCORING SUMMARY

WHAT IS NRLCEO?



Our Legends of League tournament is Australia’s biggest promotion and relegation fantasy draft 
competition. Each season CEO’s come from far and wide to try and win their way into our elite Champion’s 
League competition. Only 12 CEO’s have ever won the Champion’s League and amazingly we have still not 
had a two time winner. 

If you are joining for the first time, you will be entered into one of the six Tier 3 competitions. You will need 
to win your way into the Grand Final to earn promotion to a Tier 2 competition. 

Tier 2 is where things get tougher. There are more seasoned CEOs waiting here for you and the only way 
into Tier 1 is to win your competition. If you finish in the bottom two of your Tier 2 competition then you 
will be relegated back to a Tier 3 competition. 

If you managed to win your Tier 2 competition then you have made it to the Champions League, the best 
of the best! This is one of the toughest competitions to win and you will need every bit of knowledge, 
nerve and decision making you can muster. The top 4 teams in the Champions League will keep their spot 
for the following season and they will be joined by the six new winners of the Tier 2 competitions. 

Teams that are promoted or relegated will be entered into their new competition via a random draw i.e. if 
you are promoted from a Tier 3 comp and then relegated back to a Tier 3 comp the next season, it is likely 
you will be joining a different Tier 3 competition. 

In each of these competitions, the top five play-off in the finals to crown the champion of each League. It is 
$12 entry per team and places are limited, depending on the amount of returning teams.

AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST  
PROMOTION/RELEGATION DRAFT

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE : HEFTY SMURFERSCHAMPIONS LEAGUE : HEFTY SMURFERS

2023 Legends of League Winners

DIVISION 1:

Allan Langer Cup: Wallalong EMUS

Andrew Johns Cup: Drunken Slurries

Arthur Beetson Cup: Jaws

Clive Churchill Cup: Parramatta Tigers

Mal Meninga Cup: Illawarra Steelers

Wally Lewis Cup: UC Cows

DIVISION 2: 

Anthony Minichiello Medal: The Salary Sombreros

Darren Lockyer Medal: Sheriff Legends

Hazem El Masri Medal: Paul’s Team

Matty Bowen Medal: Juiced Up Roos

Sam Burgess Medal: Bondi Magic

Stacey Jones Medal: Square Bears
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CHAMPION’S GRAND FINAL TEAM
THIS IS WHAT GREATNESS LOOKS LIKE

Another season of NRLCEO, another first time Champions League winner. Killa Beez FC set the pace, taking 
out the minor premiership by 8pts, while defending champ Magnets bowed out admirably in the finals.

It was Hefty Smurfers who would emerge champion after a narrow major semi final win, before dominating 
in the Grand Final. In 2024 there are a number of teams who are entering for the first time, only Magnets 
(2022 Champ) and Hefty Smurfers (2023) will get a shot to become the first two time Champion.

CHAMPION / CEO - HEFTY SMURFERS / TIM



1. How long have you been playing NRLCEO?

5 years. 2 years playing in only the supporters 
leagues. I’ve been in the Legends of League comps 
for 3 years.

2. How many seasons have you been in the CL?

This was my first time. I won the Stacey Jones comp 
in my first LOL season in 2021, Allan Langer comp in 
2022 and now the Champions League in 2023.

3. How did you feel when you realised you had 
won the Champions league?

Relief! I’d spent a lot of time and effort 
throughout the year and it was a great personal 
accomplishment. In fairness, I had my share of good 
luck. Killer Beez were the runaway Minor Premiers, 
but suffered significant injuries at the wrong time 
which cruelled his campaign.

4. Do you have a standard draft strategy that 
you follow each season?

Best CEO player at all times in the draft, regardless 
of positions. Trust my own instincts on how 
successful a player will be in the coming season 
based on my research. Look for gold in teams that 
most other CEO’s are avoiding.

5. Which is more valuable to you, spreadsheets 
or gut feel?

I’m a numbers man. I’ve been a gambler my whole 
life. Statistics and historical data form the basis 
of almost all of my opinions, but in saying that, 
nothing compares to the eye-test. It always has the 
final say.

6. Who did you draft in the first round and 
which pick did you have?

I had the last pick in the CL, which I didn’t mind 
actually. My first 2 picks were Tommy Turbo at 10 
and Jahrome Hughes at 11.

7. Who was the worst player that you drafted 
and how long did you hold on to them?

Justin Olam in the 9th round. He hardly touched the 
ball for 18 games, then got dropped by Bellamy, but 
I still held him hoping he’d get a reprieve. He finally 
got the boot after TLT in Grand Final week.

8. What would you say was your most 
influential strategy or decision during the 2023 
season?

I drafted David Fifita in the 11th round. After Turbo 
went down in Origin, Fifita became my regular 
captain and he rarely let me down. I also got Scott 
Sorensen in the 2nd last draft round and that 
turned out to be a steal.

9. After 12 Seasons of the Champions League 
we have had 12 different winners, how do you 
plan on becoming the first CEO to win it twice?

It’s highly unlikely, but I will give it a crack. I hope 
my luck can hold out for another season. Everyone 
in the CL takes it seriously and knows how to play. 
There are plenty of past winners in it again in 2024, 
as well as some great CEO’s who haven’t won it yet, 
so it won’t be easy. 

It’s all about the draft. Get it right and that makes 
the rest a lot easier. The spud pool is much smaller 
in CL with 10 CEO’s, so opportunities to make 
significant upgrades are less frequent than other 
comps.

10. What advice would you give to a rookie 
CEO who is starting out in the qualifying tier 
of the Legends of league?

Do your research! As early as you can. If you’ve only 
played NRL Fantasy or SuperCoach before, a good 
player in those games is not necessarily a good 
player in CEO. Learn the scoring system and get 
your draft right. Keep up to date with team changes, 
at TLT and on game day.

11. Who are you drafting with pick 1 in 2024?

Harry Grant, I don’t think that is a hard choice. 
Cleary will be number 2. After that it’s wide open, 
just like last season.

- with TIM MALONE
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE INTERVIEW



The 2nd season of the Mark 2K was filled with drama and despair. Going into the final round, 7 teams still 
had a chance to make the top 5. The defending champion Blaxland Bloodhounds led most of the way until 
losing in the final 2 rounds of the regular season to cough up a 2nd minor premiership. It was Emotional 
Savage who nabbed top spot on the back of an 8 game winning streak going into the finals. 

The Qualifying final in week 1 was a Grand Final rematch from last season, with Bloodhounds proving too 
good for Old Res FC again. Emotional Savage held on for a narrow win in the 1st Semi-Final to book a spot 
in the GF. Old Res FC then dished out a lesson to The Piggies to set up another grudge match against the 
Bloodhounds. Third time was a charm for Old Res FC as they finally got the job done against the Commish 
to book a spot in the GF. Old Res FC got off to a flyer in the big dance, captaining Nicho Hynes (32), whilst 
DWZ (17) and Tohu Harris (10) helped them to a whopping (92.5) - (8) lead going into Saturday’s games. JB 
and Mukesh were already booking their flights to the Bahamas as confidence was high.

However, a day can be a long time in NRLCEO terms and it proved just that, Emotional Savage came 
storming back to win the title (115.5) - (109.5) thanks to captain Jahrome Hughes (34), Nick Meaney (13), 
Will Warbrick (10) and Eli Katoa (17). It was a classic CEO grand final and it left JB and Mukesh as the 
bridesmaids for the second year running.

CHAMPION / CEO - EMOTIONAL SAVAGE / SAM

The 2023 Roger Tuivasa-Cheque comp was hotly contested. The draft was full of banter as always and we 
all felt like we had a winning squad come Round 1. Barnaby’s Boiz set the early pace winning their first 6 
matches. The defending champions, Back Three, struggled for consistency but they were able to sneak into 
the finals in 5th spot. 

Finger Gang took out the minor premiership thanks to a nervy 1 point win in the final round, edging out 
Screaming Evie. The first round of finals saw Back Three eliminated by I Just Blue Myself and Screaming 
Evie knock off Barnaby’s Boiz. Finger Gang won their way through to the Grand Final which left Screaming 
Evie and Barnaby’s Boiz to fight it out for the other spot. Screaming Evie would get through comfortably 
which meant we had the top 2 teams playing for the title and the cash. 

It was all Finger Gang in the Grand Final with the combination of Crichton, DWZ, Drinkwater, and NIkorima 
proving too much.

CHAMPION / CEO - FINGER GANG / JESSE

The big money prize brings the best out of our CEO’s and that was certainly the case in a very close, hard 
fought season in the Sam Ka$hiano Cup. Our defending champion, Danny Nutley’s on the line (Cappo), 
did it tough and missed the finals. Square Bears and Wallalong Emus would fight it out for the minor 
premiership, with the EMUS getting a strong win to nab the week off. 

Finals week 1 saw Moolah secure a nail biting 0.5 pt win in the elimination final to progress whilst Square 
Bears earned the right to tackle the Emus in week 2. Bears would emerge as a strong favourite for the title 
after a comfortable win in the major semi. Moolah continued their late season form with another finals win, 
eliminating the 3rd place Licker Licenses. Week 3 saw the EMUS take on Moolah for a spot in the Grand 
Final with Moolah getting their 4th win in a row in a narrow 6pt win. Unfortunately for the EMUS they went 
out in straight sets (unlucky Jez). In the Grand Final, Square Bears proved too strong for Moolah with a 
dominating 25.5 pt win to take the 2K prize!

CHAMPION / CEO - SQUARE BEARS / PETER 

2023 MARK TOOKEY (2K) CUP

2023 ROGER TUIVASA-CHEQUE

2023 SAM KASHIANO CUP





SUPPORTERS CHAMPIONS TOP 10 SUPPORTERS TEAMS

TEAM TEAMCEO CEOMARGIN POINTS

1 - Warriors

5 - Sharks

3 - Broncos

7 - Titans

9 - Panthers

2 - Sharks

6 - Warriors

4 - Raiders

8 - Sharks

10 - Panthers

8 - Sharks

7 - Bulldogs

2 - Sharks

1 - Storm

10 - Sea Eagles

9 - Bulldogs

9 - Panthers

2 - Cowboys

6 - Warriors

5 - Sharks

Brad

Grunz

Cabeman

Theresa

Jez

Tim

Billy Spleen

Sylvester

Tim

Roof

Tim

Adz

Tim

Czerny

Peter

Adz

Jez

Deano

Billy Spleen

Grunz

2pts

18 F&A

4pts

2pts

94 F&A

58 F&A

9pts

4pts

6pts

4pts

2144

1932

2012

1914

1897

2031

1931

1954

1903

1882

2023 SUPPORTERS LEAGUE REVIEW

2023 DOLPHINS COMMISH CHALLENGE

2023 saw the Sharks dominate the supporters league with 3 titles. The Warriors and Panthers 
both won 2 comps each, whilst the Broncos, Raiders and Titans all won 1 each. The best scoring 

club overall was also the Sharks, just ahead of the Warriors, Rabbitohs, and Sea Eagles.

The closest result was in comp 5, where the Sharks edged out the Storm by +18 
differential. Comps 2 and 9 were also decided by points differential.

The biggest winning margin was the Warriors in comp 6, winning it with 4 wins to spare. The 
most surprising stat to come out of season 2023 was the Bulldogs being the 6th highest scoring 

club in the overall league, yet finished 14th in the combined ladder position across all comps.

No surprise to see the Tigers do it tough, finishing last in 
both points scored and combined ladder.

Sadly no CEO was able to get the Dolphins to a top 2 finish in 2023.  
A huge shout out to Zach in comp 4 who managed to finish 3rd with the Dolphins



2023 SUPPORTERS LEAGUE TEAMS
BY TOTAL POINTS SCOREDBY LADDER POSITION
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2024 TIGERS  2024 TIGERS  
COMMISH CHALLENGECOMMISH CHALLENGE

- WIN A $100 RLM VOUCHER -

The Dolphins will be even more competitive this season so 
lets shift focus to the Tigers. If any CEO can take the Tigers 
to a top 2 finish in any of the supporters comps, that CEO 

will win a $100 gift voucher to Rugby League Merch!

If you are keen to take the challenge, get in touch 
via NRLCEO social media channels. 

We are making a slight adjustment to the draft in supporters comps. From this season:

Teams will be able to draft 'Team Goals' during the live draft. 

Each team will still pick the 4 players of their choice from their club prior to the draft commencing. 
'Team Goals' will be added to the draft and are able to be selected just like any player can be. Each 
team will only be permitted to select 1 'Team Goals'. Team Goals will be permitted to trade during 

the season, however every team must always have a 'Team Goals' in their squad.

Our Supporters League competitions are your chance to coach your real life team to victory!

You choose any four players from your team to keep. Every coach from every other team 
does the same, then all remaining players become free agents. Starting with the wooden 
spoon favourite, coaches take turns drafting one player at a time until you have a full squad.

Normally the Supporters League has finals during the regular NRL season like any 
of our other comps, but the Dolphins joining the NRL mixed things up. 

With NRL teams now having 3 byes, it means finals are no longer an option. Therefore it's all 
about the minor premiership. The overall winner at the end of 27 rounds takes the chocolates!

NEW RULE IN 2024 SUPPORTERS LEAGUE

SUPPORTERS LEAGUE 2024



Coming into this season, most CEO coaches will agree that there are three clear 
choices if you're lucky enough to be drafting first. Who is your #1 pick?

WHO IS YOUR #1 DRAFT PICK?

HARRY GRANT - 221
22 Games

9 Tries
12 Try Assists
7 Linebreaks

16 Linebreak Assists
23 Workhorses
8 Metre Eaters
6 Repeat Sets

NATHAN CLEARY - 135 (279)
19 Games

5 Tries
18 Try Assists
6 Linebreaks

20 Linebreak Assists
72 Goals

4 Metre Eaters
18 Repeat Sets

NICHO HYNES - 173 (335)
20 Games

5 Tries
25 Try Assists
7 Linebreaks

35 Linebreak Assists
81 Goals

14 Metre Eaters
9 Repeat Sets



Robson is a guaranteed WH each week. 
Drinkwater is the dominant attacking 

force with 25 try assists in 2023. 
With no obvious WH’s in the pack, I went 

with a couple of backs who like to run. 
Holmes is a beast who is always involved. 
I am backing Semi to get the right wing 
position ahead of the aging Kyle Feldt.

The Hammer will be on fire, the more he 
is involved the better the Dolphins will be. 
Herbie will get through plenty of work and 

bring the class and defense they have needed. 
JMK can hopefully stay healthy this 

season, plenty of TA’s and WH’s coming 
his way. Gilbert when fit is a guaranteed 
WH every week, plus the occasional try.

Mahoney was the Bulldogs MVP last 
year and a quality hooker is a must. 

Preston came out of nowhere to win the 
Bulldogs player of the year award. 

Burton will continue to grow into a quality 
half, especially with more quality players 
being added around him. Enter Stephen 
Crichton who is a quality strike weapon.

I left out Walsh last season and I ended 
up with egg on my face, he is a must 
have this year. Mam proved to be a 

massive asset and it’s scary to think he 
and Walsh are in their early 20’s. 

Haas is an automatic selection as a WH and 
ME beast. Carrigan is another straightforward 

pick who will WH most weeks. 

SUPPORTERS LEAGUE SCOUTING

COWBOYS  /  MIG

DOLPHINS  /  NICK

BULLDOGS  /  ADZ

BRONCOS  /  JEREMY



Hunt is a given and will be in the middle of 
anything positive for the Dragons. Rava’s 

numbers were pretty impressive last year and 
will be good if he can remain injury free. 
Lawrie looked good but who knows what 

influence Flanno will have on their forward 
rotation. I am going with Lomax ahead of 
De Belin and Liddle, especially at FE or FB.

Gutherson is the heart of the Eels and is 
always involved in anything positive they do. 

Hopgood had an outstanding first season 
and certainly lived up to the preseason hype. 

Moses simply because you don't want to 
go looking for a halfback in the draft. I 

expect Dylan Brown to have a huge season 
in 2024 after a mixed bag last year. 

The left edge for the Knights will dominate 
again. Best is coming off his first injury free 
season and Marzhew is a ME juggernaut. 
Ponga is an attacking beast and he can 

win you a title. I will throw in Tyson Frizell 
as a regular WH to round out the top 
4. Keep Thomas Jenkins in mind as a 

smokey if he gets the right wing spot. 

SUPPORTERS LEAGUE SCOUTING
DRAGONS  /  ROB

EELS  /  COMMISH

KNIGHTS  /  JEZ

Cleary picks himself. Edwards is a metre eater 
machine and is getting better every year. 
Yeo is almost guaranteed to score a WH 
every week. The 4th pick is tough but I 

went for Fisher-Harris, he is a class above 
most front rowers in the game and will 

get you that WH or ME or both. 

PANTHERS  /  SHERIFF



Walker is the dominant half in a team 
that should score a lot of points. AJ is 
an ultra consistent try scorer who will 

hopefully get close to the record. 
This will be the last year of Cook being the big 
minute player as Mamouzelos will start to get 
some minutes. Murray is another consistent 

performer, running off Walker and Cook. 

The toughest year ever to pick 4 
Raiders. Tapine and Young will play high 

minutes with high work rates. Taps is 
coming off a career high 150pts. 

Smithies will be no frills, hard nosed and a new 
workhorse favourite. Seb Kris should get dual 

position at some point and he knows his way to 
the try line. He is the safest choice in the backs. 

You can’t have the Roosters and not pick Teddy 
in your top 4. The Cheese finished strong 
last year but his minutes depend on what 
role Connor Watson plays off the bench. 
Young is dynamite and could be anything 

on the end of a successful Roosters 
backline. Nat Butcher is a set and 
forget guaranteed WH each week. 

Manly has a clear top 4 players barring injury, 
there really isn’t any debate about it. 

Injury is the word they fear out at Brookvale, 
can Turbo remain on the park for a full season. 

DCE is like a fine wine, Olakau’atu is 
transforming into a beast of a ball runner 
and Garrick gets involved in everything 
no matter what position he is playing. 

RABBITOHS  /  MIKEY

RAIDERS  /  JB

ROOSTERS  /  STEVE BONA

SEA EAGLES  /  RYAN

SUPPORTERS LEAGUE SCOUTING



Hynes is a must have and 2024 could be his 
year to take the CEO MVP title. Brailey is a 
guaranteed WH with some attacking stats 
to boot. Nikora has a great combination 
with Hynes on the right edge. Ronaldo 

racked up the tries and ME’s last season 
and could improve again this year. 

Grant is the MVP, Hughes is consistent and 
has dominated in the halves recently, although 

Munster is a freak and cannot be left out. 
I am going with Katoa to improve on 

last year again, especially working up a 
combo with Hughes on the right side. 

Api is the Tigers best player. Bateman scored 
a WH in almost every game last year. 

Papali’i looked lost at times during the season, 
however he still delivered well in terms of CEO 
scoring. Bula looks a real find and has a much 

higher upside than the rest of the Tigers.

AKP burst onto the scene last year with 
20 tries and 29 line breaks. Brimson is 

now a centre and he should thrive. 
Fermor is hoping to return to his 

2022 form. Tino picks himself as the 
heart and soul of the Titans.

Tohu is the heart and soul of the Warriors. 
Johnson had a blinder last season and 
could be as good again. Egan has the 
potential to be an influential hooker. 

A split decision between RTS and AFB so 
it comes down to personal choice. 

SHARKS  /  TIMSHARKS  /  TIM

STORM  /  COMMISH

TIGERS  /  RICHO

TITANS  /  MICK BONA

WARRIORS  /  CHRIS



There are only six players coming over from the 
Super League but there are three English young 
guns having a crack at the NRL with two being 
decent NRLCEO prospects.

There is another KP in Newcastle. The Knights may 
have lost the giant Dom Young, but at 6’5” and 
108kg, Kai Pearce-Paul (KPP) cuts an imposing 
figure for a young man. He made his Super League 
debut at Wigan at just 19 years old and made 
his England RLWC debut against France in 2021 - 
scoring one try and having two assists. He’s played 
two Tests in total and has scored two tries.

So how does he fit into this current Knights squad? 
Despite a preseason injury setback, I predict that he 
will take Lachlan Fitzgibbon’s edge in the second 
row as he’s only battling with Jed Cartwright for that 
spot. He’s not an out and out workhorse making 
big tackles, but he runs a hard line and isn’t scared 
of the tough stuff. He’ll be worth a sniff as a backup 
backrower in case he fires.

His English backpacking roommate Will Pryce may 
take a little longer to find his feet in the NRL. The 
son of English legend Leon Pryce, he comes from 
great stock but the English success of backs in the 
NRL isn’t even few and far between - it’s worse than 
that. We all know it just doesn’t happen.

He’s played his young career so far at fullback, 
halfback and five-eighth but with KP at the Knights, 
he’ll have to force his way into the halves and the 
Knights coaching staff see the tall lad as a five-
eighth long term.

It’s likely that Tyson Gamble and Jackson Hastings 
will get the first play at the halves positions, but 
Pryce could be an unknown stash late in your draft - 
particularly if you are in a keeper league.

The best prospect of the lot from an NRLCEO 
perspective is Morgan Smithies. The relatively 
unknown lock from Wigan has grown up under the 
wing of John Bateman but looks to have an even 
bigger work ethic. Canberra fans like myself will be 
hoping this 23 year old stays in Canberra for longer 
than his mentor.

He averages 37 tackles per game and 12 runs which 
will have workhorse watchers already licking their 
lips, but don’t expect a lot of attacking creativity. He 
only has two tries in 114 appearances in the Super 
League and he only averages 77 metres per game 
from those 12 runs. How Ricky Stuart plays him is 
anyone’s guess, but regardless of if he plays at lock 
(likely) or on an edge, expect him to get a lot of 
minutes.

This guy is a genuine workhorse and depending on 
the research of your league, he could be a steal in 
the Round 10-13. I wouldn’t take him any higher 
than that as he doesn’t have the credentials that 
John Bateman did when he came to the NRL, but 
he doesn’t have the profile either so could fly under 
the radar in your draft.

SUPER LEAGUE SCOUTING



Aidan Sezer returns to the NRL as a 32 year old 
veteran having played the last four seasons in the 
Super League for the Huddersfield Giants and Leeds 
Rhinos. 

He started off in the UK with a bang at the Giants 
scoring seven tries in his first season and kicking 
38 goals but his time at Leeds was much quieter 
alongside his former Raiders mate Blake Austin where 
their win percentage was less than 50% together. 

He did have 12 try assists last season along with three 
line breaks. But a concerning sign for his kicking 
prospects is that he was the backup behind former 
Bulldog Rhyse Martin and will battle for the kicking 
duties with Adam Doueihi (5 KP) at the Tigers. Sezer 
has 5 Kicking Points himself but I can’t see many 
people in drafts scrambling for a Tigers kicker.

Another Aussie half returns down under as Brad 
Schneider returns from a fairytale half year at the 
Hull Kingston Rovers after the Raiders let him go 
early from his contract. In his 12 appearances for the 
Rovers, he had three tries, eight try assists, one game 
winning field goal and 29 goals. You can see why they 
wanted to hold on to him over there. 

He finds himself at the Panthers 
behind Jarome Luai and if he 
plays his cards correctly, could 
be a very attractive proposition 
for 2025, but won’t get 
much game time this year 
outside of injury. You can 
let this one go through 
to the keeper 
on draft day 
and grab him 
quickly if Luai 
goes down 
with an injury.

The last player to return home is Thomas Mikaele, 
formerly of the Tigers and Titans. There couldn’t be a 
more irrelevant NRLCEO signing if we tried. Mikaele 
tried to make a Super League return in 2023 at the 
Titans, only made one appearance in first grade and 
then spent the rest of his time in Queensland Cup. It 
should be no different for the Cowboys this season.

There are 15 players heading to the Super League 
this season and we wish them all the best, but there 
aren’t any on that list we hope will be returning to 
this report in 2025. 

SUPER LEAGUE SCOUTING

BETRAYERS
These are the players who have jumped ship 

to the UK. Good riddance!

-

Bayley SIRONEN (Catalans Dragons)

-

Fa’amanu BROWN (Hull FC) 

-

Herman ESE’ESE (Hull FC) 

-

Jack MURCHIE (Huddersfield Giants) 

-

Jayden NIKORIMA (Catalans Dragons) 

-

Kruise LEEMING (Wigan Warriors) 

-

Lachlan FITZGIBBON (Warrington Wolves) 

-

Lachlan MILLER (Leeds Rhinos) 

-

Luke THOMPSON (Wigan Warriors) 

-

Matt FRAWLEY (Leeds Rhinos) 

-

Matt MOYLAN (Leigh Leopards) 

-

Paul MOMIROVSKI (Leeds Rhinos) 

-

Peta HIKU (Hull FC) 

-

Tariq SIMS (Catalans Dragons) 

-

Zane MUSGROVE (Warrington Wolves)



NRLCEO’s have a new enemy to be on the lookout 
for. THE BYE! At first glance it seems harmless 
enough, a couple of players missing here and there, 
but before you know it you are out of the finals race 
because you didn’t plan ahead. 

The first thing you need to do is know your 
competition setup. Make sure you are aware of which 
NRL rounds your comp is taking as a bye round (if 
any). 

For example, a 10 team comp, like the Champions 
League, where all teams play each other twice will 
start in Round 1 and have bye rounds in NRL rounds 
13, 16 & 19 (these are the rounds where 7 NRL teams 
are on a bye). The finals in this setup will be run in 
rounds 22, 23 & 24, with the Grand Final being played 
in Round 25. 

Our Legends of League Tier 2 and Tier 3 competitions 
have 8 teams in each and will play all NRL rounds 1 to 
21 so that all teams will play each other 3 teams. This 
means that you will have to take your medicine in 
those bye rounds and hope for a bit of luck. 

If we have a look at the NRL draw, you should be 
paying close attention to the teams that have byes in 
rounds 22 to 27 (these rounds should include every 
league's finals and Grand Finals).

Round 22 - Sea Eagles

Round 23 - Roosters

Round 24 - Broncos

Round 25 - Cowboys

Round 26 - Tigers

Round 27 - Warriors

When I am planning for my draft, the first thing I will 
be doing is trying to pick up a kicker from a team 
that does not have a bye in those rounds. This will 
ensure that when you make it to the finals (gotta 
think positive), you will give yourself the best chance 
of success. 

If you are in a league that allows a decent amount 
of Kicker points, then make sure you at least have 
a backup kicker from a team not listed above. You 
could also look to complete a trade with another 
team that is perhaps out of finals contention that 
has a kicker that is not affected by the byes in these 
rounds.

When you are looking at the draft as a whole, think 
about drafting players from the teams that have two 
of their three byes in rounds 13, 16 & 19. If your 
comp doesn’t play in those rounds then you are 
effectively eliminating 2 of the byes from the players 
you have from those teams. 

By doing this in the LOL comps where we still play in 
these rounds, you are at least limiting the majority of 
your bye damage. You can look at making a couple of 
savvy free agency pickups to help bolster your squad 
for these rounds depending on your squad size.

TEAMS WITH 2 BYES IN ROUNDS 13, 16 & 19

Storm, Panthers, Broncos, Warriors & Cowboys

Another important thing to remember when drafting 
is to try not to draft too many players from the teams 
that share a bye in rounds 14, 17 & 20. 

These are the rounds that have 3 teams on an NRL 
bye, and having too many players from those teams 
combined can cost you at an important time of the 
season. 

Also try not to have your main kicker and backup 
kicker from teams that share a bye in those three 
rounds.

BY THE BYE



ROUNDS WHEN THREE NRL TEAMS HAVE A BYE

ROUND 14 - Raiders, Roosters & Dolphins

ROUND 17 - Sea Eagles, Rabbitohs & Titans

ROUND 20 - Sharks, Eels & Dragons

Something else to consider is looking at the NRL 
teams that complete their three byes the quickest. 

Drafting players from these teams will mean you have 
more players available at the back end of the season, 
when you need them the most. This could be a 
significant advantage over an opposing CEO who has 
not bothered to plan at all. 

The Titans and the Rabbitohs have their last byes in 
round 17 and are the ideal teams to draft from to 
have the most players available over the late season 
rounds and finals, however they share the bye in 
round 17 so try not to over do it or you could be 
giving up a win in that round. 

The Dolphins are probably the most ideal team to 
draft from, including your kicker, as they have byes in 
rounds 3, 14 & 18. If you can manage to cover their 
absence in those rounds then you will be in a great 
position heading into the finals.

TEAMS WHO COMPLETE THEIR BYES EARLIEST

ROUND 17 - Titans & Rabbitohs (be 
aware they share a bye in Round 17)

ROUND 18 - Dolphins

ROUND 19 - Raiders, Bulldogs, 
Storm & Panthers

ROUND 20 - Sharks, Eels & Dragons

It is not easy trying to navigate the byes, but one 
thing is for sure. Those who have a plan will have an 
advantage over those that just try and wing it. 

FIRST BYE  FIRST BYE  /    SECOND BYESECOND BYE    /    THIRD BYETHIRD BYE

ROUND 1 - TIGERSTIGERS

ROUND 2 - TITANSTITANS

ROUND 3 - DOLPHINSDOLPHINS

ROUND 4 - STORMSTORM

ROUND 5 - SHARKSSHARKS

ROUND 6 - PANTHERSPANTHERS

ROUND 7 - RABBITOHSRABBITOHS

ROUND 8 - BULLDOGSBULLDOGS

ROUND 9 - EELSEELS

ROUND 10 - RAIDERSRAIDERS

ROUND 11 - DRAGONSDRAGONS

ROUND 12 - KNIGHTSKNIGHTS

ROUND 13 - ORIGIN I 
BRONCOS BRONCOS /  RABBITOHSRABBITOHS  / SEA EAGLES  SEA EAGLES /  STORMSTORM  

/  TITANSTITANS  / WARRIORS  WARRIORS /  TIGERSTIGERS

ROUND 14 - DOLPHINSDOLPHINS  /  RAIDERSRAIDERS  / ROOSTERS ROOSTERS

ROUND 15 - BULLDOGSBULLDOGS

ROUND 16 - ORIGIN II 
BRONCOSBRONCOS  / COWBOYS  COWBOYS /  DRAGONSDRAGONS  /  EELSEELS  /  

KNIGHTSKNIGHTS  /  PANTHERSPANTHERS  /  SHARKSSHARKS

ROUND 17 - RABBITOHSRABBITOHS  /  SEA EAGLESSEA EAGLES  /  TITANSTITANS

ROUND 18 - DOLPHINSDOLPHINS

ROUND 19 - ORIGIN III 
BULLDOGSBULLDOGS  /  COWBOYSCOWBOYS  /  PANTHERSPANTHERS  /  RAIDERSRAIDERS  

/ ROOSTERSROOSTERS  / STORMSTORM  / WARRIORSWARRIORS

ROUND 20 - DRAGONSDRAGONS  / EELSEELS  / SHARKSSHARKS

ROUND 21 - KNIGHTSKNIGHTS

ROUND 22 - SEA EAGLESSEA EAGLES

ROUND 23 - ROOSTERSROOSTERS

ROUND 24 - BRONCOSBRONCOS

ROUND 25 - COWBOYSCOWBOYS

ROUND 26 - TIGERSTIGERS

ROUND 27 - WARRIORSWARRIORS

BY THE BYE

ROUND 14ROUND 14
ROUND 17ROUND 17
ROUND 20ROUND 20



LAST YEAR’S DREAM TEAM

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR GL WH ME TA LB LBA RS TOTAL
GUTHERSON, C FB 23 19 16 0 14 15 14 18 3 167
ISAAKO, J WG 24 24 72 0 16 3 31 1 0 168
BEST, B CT 23 13 0 1 23 15 11 17 0 156
GRAHAM, C CT 21 16 0 0 17 5 20 9 0 137
MARZHEW, G WG 20 20 0 0 28 0 24 0 1 161
PONGA, K FE 18 8 40 0 13 20 21 23 4 166
JOHNSON, S HB 23 8 71 0 0 27 10 25 22 173
FA’ASUAMALEAUI, T FR 19 6 0 22 16 1 6 3 0 175
GRANT, H HK 22 9 0 23 8 12 7 16 6 221
FONUA-BLAKE, A FR 23 8 0 17 19 2 9 2 0 168
FIFITA, D BR 22 8 0 17 16 10 9 11 0 189
NIKORA, B BR 24 8 0 19 4 4 17 5 0 163
HOPGOOD, J LK 24 4 0 27 3 5 4 6 0 175
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TOP PLAYERS BY POSITION
FULLBACKS TR TA LB ME TOTAL
GUTHERSON, C 19 15 14 14 167
PONGA, K 8 20 21 13 166
DRINKWATER, S 11 25 14 12 165
WALSH, R 8 21 17 11 152
TEDESCO, J 11 11 13 21 138

HALF BACKS TR TA LBA RS TOTAL
JOHNSON, S 8 27 25 22 173
HYNES, N 5 25 35 9 173
HUGHES, J 7 20 25 9 146
C-EVANS, D 9 20 21 16 138
CLEARY, N 5 18 20 18 135

FIVE EIGHTHS TR TA LBA RS TOTAL
PONGA, K 8 20 23 4 166
WALKER, C 9 24 30 10 161
KEARY, L 5 18 21 9 125
NIKORIMA, K 4 19 29 5 119
MAM, E 14 9 12 4 117

HOOKERS TR TA WH ME TOTAL
GRANT, H 9 12 23 8 221
COOK, D 3 8 23 8 173
MAHONEY, R 4 9 21 1 164
ROBSON, R 2 3 23 9 161
BRAILEY, B 1 11 22 3 160

LOCKS TR WH DWH/TWH ME/DME TOTAL
HOPGOOD, J 4 27 3/0 3/0 175
YEO, I 4 21 1/0 2/0 138
CARRIGAN, P 2 18 2/0 7/0 131
MURRAY, C 4 20 1/0 1/0 131
HARRIS, T 3 18 1/0 4/0 130

KICKERS GOALS ATTEMPTS %
MEANEY, N 88 110 80%
HYNES, N 81 102 79%
REYNOLDS, A 79 100 79%
ISAAKO, J 72 101 72%
CLEARY, N 72 88 82%

WINGERS TR TA LB ME TOTAL
ISAAKO, J 24 3 31 16 168
MARZHEW, G 20 0 24 28 161
YOUNG, D 23 4 27 13 154
TO'O, B 17 1 18 26 145
MULITALO, R 20 5 29 7 135
RAVALAWA, M 21 0 22 14 135
K-PEREIRA, A 20 5 29 6 132
W-ZELEZNIAK, D 21 2 22 8 127
JOHNSTON, A 21 2 28 2 124
GARRICK, R 12 6 17 16 117

CENTRES TR TA LB ME TOTAL
BEST, B 13 15 11 23 156
GRAHAM, C 16 5 20 17 137
CRICHTON, S 14 12 10 15 130
TIMOKO, M 11 5 14 26 128
TALAKAI, S 5 17 8 21 126
FARNWORTH, H 13 3 12 24 121
TASS, I 9 9 9 17 117
RAMIEN, J 11 6 9 20 115
PENISINI, W 8 8 12 21 114
GAGAI, D 3 13 13 22 112

FRONT ROWERS TR WH DWH/TWH ME/DME TOTAL
FA'ASUAMALEAUI, T 6 22 3/0 16/3 175
FONUA-BLAKE, A 8 17 0/0 19/4 168
TAPINE, J 1 23 2/0 12/2 150
HAAS, P 1 17 2/0 24/7 142
LAWRIE, B 2 20 1/0 4/0 119
COLLINS, L 2 19 0/0 2/0 113
KING, M 0 19 0/0 3/0 103
FOTUAIKA, M 0 17 1/0 10/0 103
COTTER, R 4 14 1/0 4/1 98
WELCH, C 2 16 0/0 1/0 91

BACK ROWERS TR WH DWH/TWH ME/DME TOTAL
FIFITA, D 8 17 0/0 16/2 189
NIKORA, B 8 19 0/0 4/0 163
OLAKAU'ATU, H 10 14 0/0 10/0 161
BUTCHER, N 4 22 1/0 2/0 145
CARTWRIGHT, B 7 16 1/0 4/0 141
YOUNG, H 9 17 0/0 3/0 136
PRESTON, J 6 18 0/0 1/0 127
FORD, J 4 17 0/0 7/1 124
PAPALI'I, I 2 19 0/0 5/0 123
BATEMAN, J 2 20 1/0 4/0 122



MOCK DRAFT
We assembled some of the best CEO coaches, and a few stragglers, to see what your 2024 draft might look like.

Rd 1

Rd 12

Mike

Mike

Jez

Jez

Matt

Matt

Dan

Dan

Nick

Nick

Rob

Rob

Joe

Joe

Mig

Mig

Adam

Adam

Scott

Scott

Rd 5

Rd 16

Rd 3

Rd 14

Rd 7

Rd 18

Rd 10

Rd 21

Rd 2

Rd 13

Rd 6

Rd 17

Rd 9

Rd 20

Rd 4

Rd 15

Rd 8

Rd 19

Rd 11

Rd 22

GRANTGRANT

DCEDCE

MITCHELLMITCHELL

MURRAYMURRAY

JOHNSTONJOHNSTON

LUAILUAI

ISAAKOISAAKO

AFBAFB

GUTHOGUTHO

KLEMMERKLEMMER

MATTERSONMATTERSON

LEMUELULEMUELU

CHEESECHEESE

RIKIRIKI

COBBOCOBBO

STAINESSTAINES

BURTONBURTON

NIKORIMANIKORIMA

NANAINANAI

TAUMALOLOTAUMALOLO

HUNTHUNT

ILIASILIAS

WIGHTONWIGHTON

SULISULI

STARLINGSTARLING

WARBRICKWARBRICK

NICHOLLSNICHOLLS

SAVAGESAVAGE

CLEARYCLEARY

WALKERWALKER

JMKJMK

MUNROMUNRO

COLLINSCOLLINS

RADLEYRADLEY

YOUNGYOUNG

LANELANE

BESTBEST

FAALOGOFAALOGO

CARRIGANCARRIGAN

CAPEWELLCAPEWELL

LAWRIELAWRIE

BIRDBIRD

HAMMERHAMMER

RAPANARAPANA

FARNWORTHFARNWORTH

FLEGLERFLEGLER

GAMBLEGAMBLE

SU'ASU'A

B. SMITHB. SMITH

STEWARTSTEWART

PONGAPONGA

TURBOTURBO

HUGHESHUGHES

GAGAIGAGAI

SUAALIISUAALII

ARROWARROW

MAMMAM

TAULAGITAULAGI

FOTUAIKAFOTUAIKA

POMPEYPOMPEY

KEAONKEAON

RUDOLFRUDOLF

EGANEGAN

DUNCANDUNCAN

GILBERTGILBERT

KENNYKENNY

FRIZELLFRIZELL

JENSENJENSEN

L. FAINUL. FAINU

TUPOUTUPOU

TASSTASS

WATSONWATSON

TINOTINO

WALSHWALSH

SJSJ

WELCHWELCH

YOUNGYOUNG

KRISKRIS

B. BRAILEYB. BRAILEY

TRINDALLTRINDALL

GRAHAMGRAHAM

K. BROMWICHK. BROMWICH

HORSBURGHHORSBURGH

LOIEROLOIERO

RAVALAWARAVALAWA

OLAMOLAM

DWZDWZ

FELDTFELDT

TIMOKOTIMOKO

WEEKESWEEKES

WALLACEWALLACE

FORDFORD

WHITEHEADWHITEHEAD

LUSSICKLUSSICK

HYNESHYNES

D. FIFITAD. FIFITA

DRINKWATERDRINKWATER

METCALFMETCALFJCJC

TAGOTAGO

LUKILUKIARTHARSARTHARS

AKPAKP

MARZHEWMARZHEW

VERRILLSVERRILLSTOWNSENDTOWNSEND

RCGRCG

RANDALLRANDALLSCHUSTERSCHUSTER

MANUMANU

OLAKAU'ATUOLAKAU'ATU

SAMISAMIAVERILLOAVERILLO

BRIMSONBRIMSON

TAAFFETAAFFEKIKAUKIKAU

KATOAKATOA

J. KINGJ. KING

JENKINSJENKINSCROKERCROKER

M. KINGM. KING

BLOREBLORED. SAIFITID. SAIFITI

RUSSELLRUSSELLR. SMITHR. SMITH

LEILUALEILUA

KOULAKOULA

WADDELLWADDELLTEVAGATEVAGA

HENRYHENRYCOTRICCOTRIC

UTOIKAMANUUTOIKAMANU

PAPENHUYZENPAPENHUYZEN

ROBSONROBSON

YEOYEO

VALEMEIVALEMEI

DEARDENDEARDEN

O'SULLIVANO'SULLIVAN

TO'OTO'O

THOMPSONTHOMPSON

TURUVATURUVA

BULABULA

NIKORANIKORA

SORENSONSORENSON

SAABSAAB

E. BUTCHERE. BUTCHER

PAPALI'IPAPALI'I

WONGWONG

TATOLATATOLA

AITKENAITKEN

TRACEYTRACEY

KIRAZKIRAZ

TUPOUTUPOU

RUSSELLRUSSELL

COOKCOOK

TEDESCOTEDESCO

TOHUTOHU

KENNEDYKENNEDY

BATEMANBATEMAN

SEXTONSEXTON

BROWNBROWN

JURBOJURBO

MULITALOMULITALO

SLOANSLOAN

BARNETTBARNETT

CARTWRIGHTCARTWRIGHT

MAYMAY

OATESOATES

COTTERCOTTER

KELLYKELLY

RAMIENRAMIEN

TWALTWAL

CRICHTONCRICHTON

FERMORFERMOR

FORANFORAN

FOGARTYFOGARTY

MOSESMOSES

MAHONEYMAHONEY

HOPGOODHOPGOOD

COATESCOATES

PRESTONPRESTON

XERRIXERRI

KEARYKEARY

TALAKAITALAKAI

SIVOSIVO

FLANAGANFLANAGAN

EDWARDSEDWARDS

MEANEYMEANEY

JDBJDB

PIAKURAPIAKURA

JFHJFH

PASEKAPASEKA

MARTINMARTIN

ELLIOTTELLIOTT

MARINERMARINER

J. BRAILEYJ. BRAILEY

SUTTONSUTTON

MONTOYAMONTOYA

HAASHAAS

MUNSTERMUNSTER

TAPINETAPINE

BROOKSBROOKS

REYNOLDSREYNOLDS

KPPKPP

APIAPI

KATOAKATOA

STAGGSSTAGGS

CRICHTONCRICHTON

N. BUTCHERN. BUTCHER

MCINNESMCINNES

FOXFOX

PENISINIPENISINI

WILTONWILTON

CNKCNK

RTSRTS

LIDDLELIDDLE

NIUNIU

CURRANCURRAN

PAPALIIPAPALII

LAYBUTTLAYBUTT



TOP 5 DRAFT PICKS

THE BREAKDOWN
•	 Three of the same top five were selected from 

last year, but in a different order. Cleary getting 
bumped down to third was a surprise to some.

•	 Isaako wasn't even drafted in 2023. Now he's a 
top five prospect, and deservedly so.

•	 Out of the ten first round picks, six were 
goalkickers. This is up from five last year.

•	 Fisher-Harris, the Golden Boot winner, somehow 
lasted until round six.

•	 The last NRL team to have a player drafted was 
the Dragons. Shocking absolutely nobody, it was 
Ben Hunt in round six.

•	 Don't just rely on player lists that are sorted by 
most points last season. Tuivasa-Sheck lasted 
until round 10, the Titans now-full time Fullback 
Campbell went in round 12, and English recruit 
Kai Pearce-Paul was picked up in round 16.

NATHANNATHAN
CLEARYCLEARY

HARRYHARRY
GRANTGRANT

DAMIENDAMIEN
COOKCOOK

NICHONICHO
HYNESHYNES

11STST 22NDND 33RDRD 44THTH 55THTH

JAMAYNEJAMAYNE
ISAAKOISAAKO

•	 Nobody quite knew how to draft the Roosters 
forwards. Robbo has so many options in one 
of the NRL's most stacked packs. Nat Butcher, 
Cheese, and Collins all went fairly early, but the 
likes of Wong, Crichton, Tupouniua, Radley, Leniu, 
and JWH all lasted deep into the draft.

•	 The general trends for the early rounds were: 
 
Round 1 - Goalkicker (6/10) 
Round 2 - Spine player (8/10) 
Round 3 - Spine player (6/10) 
Round 4 - Spine player or Wing (9/10) 
Round 5 - Backrow or Lock (6/10)

THE UNDRAFTED
Reuben Garrick

Valentine Holmes
Zac Lomax

Sam Walker
Tanah Boyd

Sitili Tupouniua
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MORE THAN HALF A CHANCE

WHAT HAPPENED
20 minutes short of a drought breaking title 
but Coach Kevvy will rue that last quarter 
of the GF forever.  All season, the Broncos 
looked like title contenders and no one saw 
it coming!  

9th in 2022, 14th in 2021 to 2nd on the 
ladder in 2023 – it was a meteoric rise.  The 
Broncos quite simply got it right last season 
and they almost went the whole way…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Plenty of fruit ripe for the picking with 
Payne Haas and Patty Carrigan leading the 
way up front.  

The backs share the pies around but 
‘Sleepy’ Cobbo in particular loves scoring 
in doubles but can go missing at times.  
Reece Walsh is lightning at the back and 
he provides the excitement linking the 
halves to the outside men.  

Kotoni Staggs could be a sneaky back 
up kicker option if the aging ARey needs 
more pine time in 2024.  Ezra Mam looks 
to be a genuine superstar of the game 
and with no kicking points, is a very tasty 
option who could fly under the draft 
radar…

THE MAIL
The Broncos caught lightning in a bottle 
last year and with minimal personnel 
changes this season, there’s no reason why 
they can’t do it all again.  

Farnworth leaving creates an interesting 
conundrum for Kevvy – Oates to the wing 
and Arthurs to the centres is an option but 
there’s a glut of young outside backs who 
are fanging to get a cracking and make 
the vacant centre position their own...

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Will they suffer a Grand Final 

hangover?

•	 Can Kevvy get them up again?

•	 Will another year be too much for 
ARey?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Herbie Farnworth and Thomas Flegler are 
the big names leaving – both heading to 
the Phins and both were in cracking form 
at the back end of last year.  

There’s not much coming in as the 
Broncos face the salary cap squeeze.  
Their main focus is now holding onto the 
likes of Ezra Mam and extending the shelf 
life of Adam Reynolds…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

REECE WALSHREECE WALSH
180 PTS180 PTS
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ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

Walsh, Reece Full Back | KP1 19 8 21 17 34 0 11 3 152 (156) ▲▲

Haas, Payne Front Row 21 1 0 2 3 17 24 0 142 -

Carrigan, Patrick Lock 20 2 4 6 7 18 7 0 131 -

Mam, Ezra Five Eighth 22 14 9 8 12 0 6 4 117 ▲▲

Cobbo, Selwyn Winger 21 19 2 15 0 0 12 0 117 ▼▼

Reynolds, Adam Half Back | KP7 20 5 20 2 19 0 0 10 116 (274) ▼▼

Staggs, Kotoni Centre | KP2 23 12 7 9 3 0 17 1 109 (123) -

Riki, Jordan Back Row 19 5 0 3 1 7 1 0 61 -

Walters, Billy Hooker 23 4 3 6 6 2 2 0 48 -

Arthars, Jesse Winger 17 8 1 14 0 0 1 0 48 -

Jensen, Corey Front Row 22 0 1 0 1 5 4 0 36 ▲▲

Mariner, Deine Centre 13 5 3 4 0 0 2 0 34 ▲▲

Oates, Corey Winger 9 0 2 8 0 0 10 0 32 -

Piakura, Brendan Back Row 10 2 1 6 0 1 2 0 25 ▲▲

Sailor, Tristan Full Back 4 0 6 1 5 0 2 3 25 -

Madden, Jock Five Eighth 5 0 2 1 3 0 0 3 13 -

Paix, Corey Hooker 15 2 0 2 1 0 0 1 12 -

Smoothy, Tyson Hooker 10 0 2 0 3 1 0 0 12 -

Willison, Xavier Back Row 6 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 10 -

Pereira, Jordan Winger 1 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 9 -

Baker, Fletcher Front Row 13 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 -

Hetherington, Kobe Lock 16 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 6 -

Hoeter, Delouise Centre 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 4 -

Hunt, Jaiyden Front Row 11 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 -

Taupau, Martin Front Row 20 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 -

Karapani, Josiah Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Rogers, Josh Five Eighth 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (10) -

Kura, Benjamin Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Mozer, Blake Hooker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

??? ??? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

2019
8TH

2020
16TH

2023

2022

2021

2ND

9TH

14TH
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Mariner could well be the Rookie of the year in 2024. He looks 
certain to take a wing or centre spot in the Broncos backline, 

probably on the wing with Cobbo moving to centre.

The 20 year old Kiwi has had huge wraps on him for some time 
and the Broncos have him locked up until 2027. Mariner could be 
amongst the NRL’s top try scorers this season.

NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23

Last Year’s Prediction:   BLAKE MOZER (0pts)

Deine

MarinerMariner
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13

FB

LK
HK

BR
FR

BR
FR

W
C
FE

W
C

HB

REECE WALSH - 1KP 
2023 - 3/5 (60%) 

Career - 72/96 (75%)

KOTONI STAGGS - 2KP 
2023 - 7/15 (46%) 

Career - 55/79 (69%)

ADAM REYNOLDS - 7KP 
2023 - 94/115 (82%)

Career - 1015/1233 (82%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Deine Mariner – With the left 

centre spot open, look for young 
gun Mariner to fill that spot. In his 4 
games in 2023, he scored 5 tries, so 
the kid knows how to find the line. 

DEANO’S DUD
Selwyn Cobbo – The departure of 

Farnworth opens up a centre position 
and nobody wants a gun winger 
who WANTS to play centre. Don’t 
pull the trigger too early in 2024.  

MIG’S MONEY
Ezra Mam – Looks set for a 
massive season after his GF 

heroics fell just short of glory.  

Arguably the #1 CEO Five Eighth…

PLAYER GAINS
Fletcher Baker

Jaiyden Hunt

PLAYER LOSSES
Herbie Farnworth

Keenan Palasia

Tom Flegler

Ethan Quai-Ward

Kurt Capewell

R. WalshR. WalshJ. ArtharsJ. Arthars S. CobboS. Cobbo

K. StaggsK. Staggs

A. ReynoldsA. Reynolds (K) (K)

D. MarinerD. Mariner

E. MamE. Mam

K. HetheringtonK. Hetherington

B. WaltersB. Walters

B. PiakuraB. Piakura

P. HaasP. Haas

J. RikiJ. Riki

P. CarriganP. Carrigan

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
2ND

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$5

2019
8TH

2020
16TH

2023

2022

2021

2ND

9TH

14TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/bne


B
U

L
L

D
O

G
S

C
A

N
T

E
R

B
U

R
Y

B
A

N
K

S
T

O
W

N
THROW THE DOGS A BONE

WHAT HAPPENED
New recruits, new coach, new 5 year plan, 
new hope …. Nothing! It seems a long 
time since the Bulldogs were competitive 
and despite all the new signings for last 
season, the Bulldogs actually got worse.  

Coach Ciraldo is a man under pressure 
– leaving the cushy Panther’s coaching 
box is starting to look like a big mistake.  
There’s plenty not right at the Bulldogs 
but surely this season, they can’t finish 
worse than 15th…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Avoid the kicker at the Dogs – it could 
be any of Taaffe, Crichton, and Burton. 
Addo-Carr is always a sneaky option but 
his value will decline in proportion to his 
attitude.  

Up front Max King was great in 2023 and 
the Dogs look super light on in the engine 
room.  Jacob Preston and Josh Curran 
are the workers and both love a pie as 
well.  Reed Mahoney’s form was down last 
season and he’ll be looking to rediscover 
his Eels form…

THE MAIL
There are so many unknowns with this 
Bulldogs team and where the puzzle 
pieces fit won’t be known until Ciraldo 
names his round 1 team.  

One gets the feeling that the glut of fresh 
faces still won’t cut the mustard and how 
long will it take before Crichton starts 
longing for his boom box days at the 
Panthers…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Where are their big men?

•	 How do the new recruits fit into the 
starting team?

•	 Can Burton find consistency?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
They are one of the more active teams in 
the market with more big names arriving 
this season.  

Stephen Crichton and Josh Curran will 
fit nicely into the starting team and with 
Blake Taaffe and Connor Tracey, the 
spine gets some much-needed quality.  
Tracey in particular is a very good signing 
but with Bronson Xerri returning from 
the Sharks supplement scheme, there’s 
selection issues for the coach.  

A whole host of players have left the 
books, none of which, Bulldogs fans will 
be devastated about.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

REED MAHONEYREED MAHONEY
170 PTS170 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
12TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$41

2019
12TH

2020
15TH

2023

2022

2021

15TH

12TH

16TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Mahoney, Reed Hooker 24 4 9 4 11 21 1 4 164 -

Crichton, Stephen Centre | KP6 21 14 12 10 11 0 15 1 130 (170) ▼▼

Preston, Jacob Back Row 20 6 0 12 3 18 1 0 127 ▲▲

Burton, Matt Five Eighth | KP2 23 4 15 6 14 0 4 14 105 (225) -

King, Max Front Row 23 0 0 1 1 19 3 0 103 -

Kiraz, Jacob Centre 19 6 3 6 7 0 17 0 77 -

Curran, Josh Back Row 21 4 1 7 1 8 1 0 68 -

Addo-Carr, Josh Winger 15 11 1 11 0 0 5 0 67 -

Perham, Hayze Full Back 21 3 5 6 8 0 13 3 65 ▼▼

Edwards, Harrison Lock 13 1 0 1 0 10 1 0 55 -

Wilson, Blake Winger 11 6 4 11 1 0 3 1 51 ▲▲

Tracey, Connor Centre 9 3 2 3 6 0 10 1 46 -

Sexton, Toby Half Back 8 3 4 5 6 0 0 1 36 -

Sutton, Ryan Front Row 13 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 35 -

Mann, Kurt Lock 16 4 1 4 1 2 0 0 33 -

Hutchison, Drew Halfback 17 4 1 6 2 2 1 0 30 -

Taaffe, Blake Full Back | KP2 18 3 3 4 4 0 1 0 28 (76) -

Turpin, Jake Hooker 16 0 0 0 0 5 0 1 26 -

Salmon, Jaeman Five Eighth 20 4 1 4 1 0 0 0 24 -

F-Mariner, Raymond Back Row 14 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 15 -

Morrin, Kurtis Lock 13 2 0 2 0 0 2 0 14 -

Topine, Jackson Back Row 9 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 10 -

Skelton, Jeral Winger 7 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 10 -

Kikau, Viliame Back Row 9 1 2 1 2 0 0 0 9 ▲▲

Quai-Ward, Ethan Centre 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 8 -

Oloapu, Karl Five Eighth 7 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 6 -

Knight, Liam Front Row 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 -

Xerri, Bronson Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Faamausili, Poasa Front Row 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Hughes, Samuel Front Row 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
He burst onto the scene in Round 19 last season, scoring a hat trick 
against the Rabbitohs. Wilson would feature on the wing for the 
rest of the season adding 3 more tries. Lightning speed and good 

body strength, Wilson showed enough potential to become a quality 
finisher on the wing.
With all the new additions to the Kennel, time will tell if Wilson can 
lock down the other wing spot.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   JERAL SKELTON (10PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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MATT BURTON - 2KP 
2023 - 60/71 (84%)

Career - 116/147 (79%)

STEPHEN CRICHTON - 6KP 
2023 - 21/25 (84%)

Career - 74/94 (79%)

BLAKE TAAFFE - 2KP 
2023 - 24/33 (73%)

Career - 60/80 (75%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Connor Tracey – I just like this bloke. 

He comes across as a hard-working 
journeyman. If he can get that run on 

centre spot, he’s a good, solid player who 
will do anything to get over the line. 

DEANO’S DUD
Matt Burton – Desperately wants to 
keep playing 5/8 except he provides 

as much spark as a wet piece of 
wood. I doubt moving to centre will 

do him any good either. Avoid!

MIG’S MONEY
Josh Curran – He deserves more and 

he may just get it at the Dogs. I’m 
expecting a BIG season from him.

PLAYER GAINS
Bronson Xerri

Stephen Crichton

Blake Taaffe

Jaemon Salmon

Josh Curran

Poasa Faamausili

Drew Hutchison

Kurt Mann

Connor Tracey

PLAYER LOSSES
Jake Averillo

Tevita Pangai Junior

Kyle Flanagan

Paul Alamoti

Luke Thompson

Corey Waddell

Fa'amanu Brown

Andrew Davey

Jayden Okunbor

B. TaaffeB. TaaffeJ. Addo-CarrJ. Addo-Carr J. KirazJ. Kiraz

S. CrichtonS. Crichton

C. TraceyC. Tracey

B. XerriB. Xerri

M. BurtonM. Burton (K) (K)

J. CurranJ. Curran

R. MahoneyR. Mahoney

V. KikauV. Kikau

M. KingM. King

J. PrestonJ. Preston

L. KnightL. Knight

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
12TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$41

2019
12TH

2020
15TH

2023

2022

2021

15TH

12TH

16TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/cnt
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GRINDSTONE COWBOYSGRINDSTONE COWBOYS

WHAT HAPPENED
After an above expectation 2022 season, 
the Cowboys regressed last season to finish 
out of the top 8.  Injuries to key personnel 
played their part but at the end of the 
day, they lost too many games early in the 
season to teams they should have beaten.  

When you look at the squad, there is no 
way that they should be missing the 8.  
However, there’s a big elephant in the 
room lurking, waiting to derail the Cowboys 
season before it has even started…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Plenty of diamonds in the Cowboys squad 
with Robson and Cotter the workers in the 
middle.  

Drinkwater at the back is a point scoring 
machine with the Cowboys love spreading 
the ball to the wingers.  

Tuilagi is a great finisher while Valemei 
and Feldt look set to battle it out for the 
lucrative right wing position.  

The edge front rowers need to remain fit 
and if they can, Nanai and Luki are great 
try sneaks who, if given 80 minutes will 
push a workhorse.

THE MAIL
The Cowboys season could be over 
before it starts and all NQ fans are eagerly 
awaiting some positive signing news 
surrounding Tom Dearden. 

With Townsend slowly fading into 
retirement, it seems the Cows are 
Dearden’s to run in the near future and he 
is a high priority signature. You generally 
know what you are going to get with the 
Cowboys – high completion rate and a 
grinding style of play until they earn the 
right to use the ball…. 

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can they start well this season?

•	 Can Townsend break out of his ‘safe’ 
style of play?

•	 Is Tommy staying or going? 

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Peta Hiku leaves after providing some 
solid service and really, the Cowboys 
squad is a settled one.  

Jake Clifford returns to hopefully find 
some form and take Townsend’s spot.  

Viliame Vailea comes over from the 
Warriors and will look to take that right 
centre position.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP
SCOTT DRINKWATERSCOTT DRINKWATER

155 PTS155 PTS
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PREDICTED
FINISH
6TH

SPORTSBET
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$15

2019
14TH

2020
14TH

2023

2022

2021

11TH

3RD

15TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Drinkwater, Scott Full Back | KP1 21 11 25 14 32 0 12 2 165 (183) -

Robson, Reece Hooker 23 2 3 4 9 23 9 3 161 -

Dearden, Thomas Five Eighth 22 7 11 14 12 1 6 7 106 -

Holmes, Valentine Centre | KP7 18 8 6 11 7 0 21 1 103 (239) ▲▲

Feldt, Kyle Winger 21 13 1 16 0 0 14 1 99 ▼▼

Cotter, Reuben Front Row 20 4 0 4 0 14 4 0 98 -

Taulagi, Murray Winger 20 9 6 18 4 0 12 0 92 -

Townsend, Chad Half Back 24 2 13 1 14 0 0 14 81 (93) ▼▼

Valemei, Semi Winger 9 9 0 9 1 0 5 0 56 ▲▲

McLean, Jordan Front Row 22 1 0 1 1 9 0 0 51 -

Nanai, Ieremia Back Row 13 6 0 4 3 3 4 0 50 ▲▲

Leilua, Luciano Back Row 13 2 1 0 4 6 1 0 46 -

Luki, Heilum Back Row 13 3 3 5 3 2 2 0 40 -

Hess, Coen Front Row 24 2 1 1 3 6 0 0 40 ▼▼

Neame, Griffin Front Row 17 1 0 1 1 5 4 0 39 ▲▲

Gosiewski, Jack Back Row 8 2 0 1 0 3 0 1 25 -

Taumalolo, Jason Lock 16 0 0 1 0 2 7 0 25 -

Laybutt, Zac Centre 4 3 1 2 2 0 3 0 24 ▲▲

Granville, Jake Lock 24 0 2 1 1 3 0 1 22 -

Chester, Tom Full Back 7 3 1 3 0 0 2 0 21 -

Vailea, Viliami Centre 7 1 1 1 2 0 4 0 17 -

Finefeuiaki, Kulikefu Back Row 12 2 1 4 0 0 0 0 14 -

T-Brown, Jamayne Front Row 22 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 6 -

McIntyre, Samuel Back Row 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 -

Derby, Robert Winger 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 4 -

Shibasaki, Jamal Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Sullivan, Wil Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Clifford, Jake Five Eighth | KP1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Bitungane, Marly Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Lahrs, Kaiden Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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With Peta Hiku making the move to UK, there is a centre 
spot up for grabs and I think Laybutt will get first crack at it. 

He scored 8 tries in 15 games for the Blackhawks in the QRL last 
season, as well as 3 tries in 4 games for the Cowboys. 

A genuine ball runner, Laybutt could be the fresh spark the Cowboys 
need after a fairly dismal 2023.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   RILEY PRICE (0PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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SCOTT DRINKWATER - 1KP 
2023 - 9/10 (90%)

Career - 24/30 (80%)

JAKE CLIFFORD - 1KP 
2023 - 50/71 (70%)

Career - 121/178 (68%)

VALENTINE HOLMES - 7KP 
2023 - 68/82 (83%)

Career - 297/380 (78%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Semi Valemei – Thanks for your 

service Feldt, but there is new blood 
ready to take your spot. Valemei is 
big and fast and found the try line 

9 times in his 9 games in 2023.

DEANO’S DUD
Chad Townsend – Proved yet again 

last season why this bloke should 
be in the lock up and not on a footy 
field. I would rather play no halfback 
than pick up this con.  Heavy pass.

MIG’S MONEY
Scott Drinkwater – Scotty's form 
last season was irresistible. Should 
have won the Dally M easily but 
for a questionable suspension…

PLAYER GAINS
Jake Clifford

Viliami Vailea

Kaiden Lahrs

Thomas Mikaele

PLAYER LOSSES
James Tamou

Peta Hiku

Mitch Dunn

Ben Hampton

Brendan Elliot

Riley Price

Gehemat Shibasaki

Sylvester Namo

S. DrinkwaterS. DrinkwaterM. TuilagiM. Tuilagi S. ValemeiS. Valemei

Z. LaybuttZ. Laybutt

C. TownsendC. Townsend

V. HolmesV. Holmes (K) (K)

T. DeardenT. Dearden

J. TaumaloloJ. Taumalolo

R. RobsonR. Robson

H. LukiH. Luki

J. McLeanJ. McLean

J. NanaiJ. Nanai

R. CotterR. Cotter

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
6TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$15

2019
14TH

2020
14TH

2023

2022

2021

11TH

3RD

15TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/nql
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S RED, RED WAYNE

WHAT HAPPENED
For the first half of the season, the Phins 
stunned all, sitting in the top 8 and 
causing upset after upset – Uncle Wayne 
had the misfits firing and grinding out 
wins despite nobody thinking they would!  

However, the wheels eventually fell off – 
injuries and depth costing them a maiden 
finals spot as they ultimately slumped to 
13th place on the ladder.

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Who would have thought the Phins would 
have the top points scorer in the NRL in 
their first year? 

Jamayne Isaako had a wow of a season 
scoring points and kicking goals at will. 
His 24 tries last year has him firmly in the 
sight of keen draftsters who like the look 
of the Phins this season.  

Tom Gilbert returning from injury will 
also be primed for a big season and is a 
workaholic in the middle.

THE MAIL
Coach Bennett has bolstered his depth in 
key areas this season and the exact make 
up of the starting team is tricky to predict.
There is a nice blend of youth and 
experience across the board. One gets the 
feeling that they won’t be sneaking under 
the radar early this season and the reality 
is, they’ll need to work harder than last year 
for every win.  
Hammer is the key and effects so many 
other positions – who will play fullback is a 
burning question that needs answering…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Where is the Hammer best utilised in 

this side?

•	 Who plays fullback – Hammer, Averillo 
or Farnworth?

•	 Can Isaako have 2 seasons in a row 
without dicks for fingers…?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
As you’d expect with a new team, 
management has been quick to cull the 
deadwood and bring in some class.  

Farnworth and Flegler bring some serious 
starch and attack which will compliment 
the side nicely. 

Jake Averillo also joins but is a bit of a 
mystery where he will slot in – everything 
basically depends on where the Hammer 
lines up…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

JAMAYNE ISAAKOJAMAYNE ISAAKO
150 PTS150 PTS
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TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Isaako, Jamayne Winger | KP8 24 24 3 31 1 0 16 0 168 (312) ▼▼

Farnworth, Herbie Centre 23 13 3 12 7 1 24 0 121 ▲▲

Nikorima, Kodi FE | Fullback 21 4 19 13 29 0 0 5 119 ▼▼

Tabuai-Fidow, Hamiso Full Back 20 15 4 12 11 0 11 1 114 -

Averillo, Jake Centre | KP1 24 12 8 12 11 0 8 1 104 -

M-King, Jeremy Hooker 15 2 8 5 8 12 2 1 100 ▲▲

Lemuelu, Connelly Back Row | Centre 23 7 1 11 0 8 7 0 95 -

Nicholls, Mark Front Row 21 3 0 4 2 11 2 0 75 -

Aitken, Euan Centre 21 4 6 7 7 4 15 0 72 -

Wallace, Jarrod Front Row 19 3 3 4 7 6 5 1 70 ▼▼

Bromwich, Kenny Back Row 22 2 0 1 2 12 0 0 69 -

Gilbert, Tom Lock 11 2 1 1 1 11 1 0 69 ▲▲

Katoa, Isaiya Five Eighth 23 2 9 2 13 0 0 10 60 ▲▲

Bromwich, Jesse Front Row 21 1 1 1 3 9 0 0 55 -

Niu, Fanitesi Winger 17 5 2 10 1 0 7 1 50 -

Te Whare, Valynce Centre 13 6 1 8 1 0 7 0 49 -

O'Sullivan, Sean Half Back | KP1 14 1 9 2 7 2 0 5 43 (47) -

Stone, Ray Lock 17 1 1 2 1 7 0 0 42 -

Milford, Anthony Five Eighth 11 3 5 2 5 0 0 5 37 -

Flegler, Thomas Front Row 19 2 0 4 2 4 2 0 36 ▲▲

Graham, Harrison Hooker 6 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 16 -

Bostock, Jack Winger 4 2 0 1 1 0 2 0 14 -

Jennings, Robert Winger 5 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 11 -

Fuller, Trai Full Back 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 8 -

Kerr, Josh Front Row 23 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 7 -

Plath, Max Lock 6 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 6 -

McGrady, Brayden Centre 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Keeley, Oryn Back Row 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Teague, Mason Lock 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Lee, Edrick Winger 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

2023
13TH

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24



ROOKIE 
WATCH

There is still quite a lack of depth in the Dolphins squad, although 
they have recruited extremely well. Bostock featured 4 times in 
2023, scoring 2 tries. 

Unlikely to make the starting 17, he will be one of the first called 
up when injuries occur. It’s worth noting that Bostock is also a goal 
kicker, something the Dolphins do not have a lot of, so if Jamayne 
Isaako was to go down then Bostock could effectively take his role.

Jack

BostockBostock
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   ISAIAH KATOA (60PTS)



NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13

FB

LK
HK

BR
FR

BR
FR

W
C
FE
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HB

JAKE AVERILLO - 1KP 
2023 - 0/0 (0%)

Career - 39/49 (80%)

SEAN O’SULLIVAN - 1KP 
2023 - 2/2 (100%)

Career - 4/4 (100%)

JAMAYNE ISAAKO - 8KP 
2023 - 73/101 (72%)

Career - 305/390 (78%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Isaiya Katoa – Katoa came from Penrith 
with big wraps, but being thrown into the 
five-eighth role in 2023 due to an injury, 
he’s had to grow up fast. Look for a more 
experienced and settled player in 2024. 

DEANO’S DUD
Valynce Te Whare – Great ability and 
proven try scorer, but he will need to 
eat all the other centres at Dolphins 
HQ before he gets a start in 2024.

MIG’S MONEY
Hamiso Tabuai-Fidow – The 

Hammer can sniff a pie and if there’s 
a half chance, he’ll take it.  If he plays 

fullback, he’s sweeter than if he 
stuck on one side in the centres…

H. T-FidowH. T-FidowT. NiuT. Niu J. IsaakoJ. Isaako (K) (K)

J. AverilloJ. Averillo

S. O’SullivanS. O’Sullivan

H. FarnworthH. Farnworth

A. MilfordA. Milford

T. GilbertT. Gilbert

J. M-KingJ. M-King

E. AitkenE. Aitken

J. BromwichJ. Bromwich

F. KaufusiF. Kaufusi

T. FleglerT. Flegler
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
13TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$51

2023
13TH

PLAYER GAINS
Herbie Farnworth

Thomas Flegler

Jake Averillo

Oryn Keeley

James Walsh

PLAYER LOSSES
Brenko Lee

Herman Ese'ese

Poasa Faamausili

JJ Collins

Oliver Gildart

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/stg
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THE FLANNO FIRESALE

WHAT HAPPENED
More mediocrity from the Dragons last 
season as they slumped to lowly 16th on 
the ladder after just 5 wins. 

2023 saw the Dragons struggle in almost 
every facet – poor attack, poor defence 
and even worse management by the 
coaching staff and front of house.  

Quite simply, 2024 can’t be worse BUT 
when you look at the squad, new Coach 
Flanagan has plenty of work to do this off-
season…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The starting team could be anything 
this season as Flanagan blows up the 
squad and starts fresh. There’s not many 
guaranteed starters at this stage and even 
Ben Hunt is on tilt and wanting out.  

In terms of the draft, Blake Lawrie appears 
to be the best of a mediocre bunch and it 
could be wise to stamp the Dragons with 
“Avoid” if you want to do well in NRLCEO 
this season…

THE MAIL
Flanagan is a coach but he’ll have to be 
a magician if he is to make the Dragons 
relevant this season. Sure, the Dragons 
boast some exciting young players but on 
paper, the team as a whole looks ordinary.  
The attitude amongst the players will 
basically determine how high up the 
Dragons can climb on the ladder but 
early indications are it looks to be a long 
season for the Dragons…expect them to 
battle it out for the spoon again…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can they gel to become a better team 

than they are individuals?

•	 Will Lomax and Hunt remain happy for 
long?

•	 What is their pack going to look like?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Despite all the talk about targeting off 
contract players, the Dragons have little 
to show for their endeavours. There is 
literally no one incoming to get excited 
about for Dragons fans.  

Sure, they’ve cut A LOT of deadwood from 
the squad and this has freed up plenty of 
wasted coin BUT no one wants to come to 
the Dragons for massive overs!! That is a 
massive concern for Red V fans…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

BEN HUNTBEN HUNT
135 PTS135 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
16TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$101

2019
15TH

2020
12TH

2023

2022

2021

16TH

10TH

11TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Ravalawa, Mikaele Winger 21 21 0 22 0 0 14 1 135 ▼▼

Hunt, Ben Half Back 22 8 20 7 18 1 0 13 130 (140) -

Lawrie, Blake Front Row 22 2 1 2 1 20 4 0 119 -

Sloan, Tyrell Full Back 23 10 8 17 8 0 7 3 96 ▲▲

Lomax, Zac Centre | KP6 20 7 7 5 9 2 18 1 93 (207) ▲▲

Liddle, Jacob Hooker 22 3 4 7 5 8 5 0 82 ▼▼

Su'a, Jayden Back Row 13 4 2 3 2 10 3 0 81 -

De Belin, Jack Front Row 16 1 1 2 2 14 1 0 78 -

Suli, Moses Centre 22 2 7 5 10 0 19 0 75 -

Bird, Jack Back Row 14 2 3 0 5 6 4 1 58 (60) -

Molo, Francis Front Row 19 2 0 1 1 9 0 0 53 -

Amone, Junior Five Eighth 19 1 7 3 6 0 1 6 42 -

Russell, Dan Back Row 8 0 1 1 0 7 0 0 38 ▲▲

Feagai, Mathew Winger 24 4 2 7 1 0 2 0 32 -

Sele, Hame Front Row 19 1 0 1 0 4 3 0 31 -

Molo, Michael Front Row 21 1 0 1 0 5 0 0 30 -

Allan, Corey Winger 19 2 3 5 4 0 0 0 23 -

Couchman, Toby Back Row 19 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 20 ▲▲

Eisenhuth, Thomas Back Row 16 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 16 ▲▲

Murdoch-Masila, Ben Back Row 21 0 0 2 2 2 1 0 16 -

Flanagan, Kyle Half Back | KP2 17 2 1 1 3 1 0 2 15 (29) -

Feagai, Max Centre 6 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 10 -

Couchman, Ryan Lock 5 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 10 -

Fifita, Viliame Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Shereb, Jackson Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Tamale, Savelio Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Marschke, Jesse Five Eighth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Tuitavake, Alec Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Ramsey, Cody Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Coric, Joshua Lock 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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This kid is a genuine workhorse gun in a team that will go 
through a transformation under the Dragons new coach 

Shane Flanagan. 
The Dragons will slowly become a tough, grinding team and 
Couchman will be well suited to that style of play. 
At 20 years of age he could have a long NRLCEO career ahead of him.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   MAX FEAGAI (10PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13

FB

LK
HK
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FR
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FR

W
C
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W
C

HB

KYLE FLANAGAN - 2KP 
2022: 0/0 (N/A)

Career: 140/204 (69%)

ZAC LOMAX - 6KP 
2022: 71/92 (77%)

Career: 195/249 (78%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Sione Finau – The Dragons are in for a 
LONG year, but one shining light is this 

young winger. Similar to Brian To’o, his NSW 
cup form is encouraging. He breaks tackles 

and can sniff out an intercept or two.  

DEANO’S DUD
Jack Bird – Better suited to the political 
side of football these days as he seems 

to have an opinion on everything 
except when he will actually be playing 

decent footy for the Dragons. Avoid.    

MIG’S MONEY
Blake Lawrie – In a forgettable team, 

Blake Lawrie’s work ethic stands out. He’s 
boring but he’s a solid 4 points every 

week and you need those blokes in CEO...

PLAYER GAINS
Hame Sele

Kyle Flanagan

Viliami Fifita

Corey Allan

PLAYER LOSSES
Jayden Sullivan

Zane Musgrove

Josh Kerr

Jaiyden Hunt

Moses Mbye

Aaron Woods

Alexander Lobb

Billy Burns
T. SloanT. SloanM. FeagaiM. Feagai M. RavalawaM. Ravalawa

Z. LomaxZ. Lomax (K) (K)

B. HuntB. Hunt

M. SuliM. Suli

K. FlanaganK. Flanagan

J. De BelinJ. De Belin

J. LiddleJ. Liddle

J. BirdJ. Bird

B. LawrieB. Lawrie

J. Su’aJ. Su’a

H. SeleH. Sele

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
16TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$101

2019
15TH

2020
12TH

2023

2022

2021

16TH

10TH

11TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/stg
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MOSES NEEDS A MIRACLE

WHAT HAPPENED
It was a bust of a season with the Eels’ 
premiership window officially shutting 
after a number of quality seasons before 
last.  

Finishing outside the top 8 was a surprise 
but injury and poor form ultimately saw 
them flounder late in the season.  

Coach Brad Arthur has an uphill battle to 
reinvent an Eels team lacking resilience 
when face with adversity…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The Eels boast a number of great 
draft targets. The boots of Moses are 
always reliable and the outside backs in 
Gutherson, Sivo and Penisini love crossing 
the stripe.  

In the forwards, J'maine Hopgood is a 
beast at lock and gets big minutes to 
show off his enormous engine. On the 
edges, Cartwright and Matterson are also 
very handy.

THE MAIL
The Eels starting team is very settled but 
ultimately, they look a little tired, used 
and abused.  

Seasons of hard-fought semi final battles 
could be taking it’s toll and it’s surprising 
they haven’t gone out of their way to 
change it up a bit.  

Plenty rests on Dylan Brown – he was 
pretty quiet last season and needs to rise 
and play to his potential week in, week 
out.  

Overall, there’s no reason why the Eels 
can’t return to finals football in 2024…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can they be revitalised with a fresh 

game plan?

•	 Will Dylan Brown step up?

•	 Is Lussick the man to trigger the Eels’ 
attack?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
One of the more settled squads in the 
NRL with minimal squad changes for this 
season.  

There’s nothing coming in to bolster the 
Eels and really only irrelevant players have 
been shown the door.  

The Josh Hodgson experiment did not last 
long and as predicted, injury has forced 
his retirement.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

J'MAINE HOPGOODJ'MAINE HOPGOOD
180 PTS180 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
9TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$23

2019
5TH

2020
3RD

2023

2022

2021

10TH

4TH

6TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Hopgood, J'maine Lock 24 4 5 4 6 27 3 0 175 -

Gutherson, Clinton Full Back | KP2 23 19 15 14 18 0 14 3 167 (199) -

Cartwright, Bryce Back Row 24 7 4 7 9 16 4 1 141 ▼▼

Moses, Mitchell Half Back | KP7 19 7 15 11 12 0 4 14 121 (259) -

Sivo, Maika Winger 20 20 1 24 1 0 5 0 115 ▲▲

Penisini, Will Centre 24 8 8 12 13 1 21 1 114 -

Brown, Dylan Five Eighth 17 3 16 9 13 6 11 5 109 ▲▲

Simonnson, Bailey Centre 20 9 8 9 9 0 15 0 98 -

Matterson, Ryan Lock 18 0 5 1 4 13 9 0 98 -

C-Gillard, Reagan Front Row 14 3 0 3 0 10 7 0 77 -

Paulo, Junior Front Row 20 3 1 3 5 6 8 0 66 ▼▼

Russell, Sean Winger 17 9 0 12 0 0 2 0 52 (54) -

Hands, Brendan Hooker 21 1 3 2 5 5 1 1 45 -

Asi, Daejarn Five Eighth 11 0 7 5 3 0 0 5 34 -

Greig, Wiremu Front Row 17 1 0 1 0 3 4 0 28 ▲▲

Tuilagi, Kelma Back Row 18 1 1 1 2 3 0 0 24 -

Makatoa, Makahesi Front Row 22 1 0 0 0 2 4 0 22 -

Lane. Shaun Back Row 10 1 0 0 1 2 3 0 21 ▲▲

Harper, Morgan Centre 9 0 1 3 4 1 4 0 17 -

Lussick, Joey Hooker 5 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 15 ▲▲

Doorey, Matthew Back Row 12 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 10 -

Ofahengaue, Joe Front Row 22 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 10 -

Ogden, Ofahiki Front Row 10 1 0 2 0 0 2 0 8 -

Moretti, Luca Back Row 11 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

M-Stephen, Arthur Full Back 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Momoisea, Jirah Front Row 5 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 -

Dunster, Haze Winger 7 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 -

Mataele, Toni Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Yates, Jayden Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Talagi, Blaize Five Eighth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
A talented half in a similar mold as Shaun Johnson. 

He will be hard pressed trying to break into the NRL via the halves, 
but he may be what the Eels sorely need right now and that is 

X-Factor. 

He could play fullback or centre and add some creativity out wide to a 
side that has become quite stale.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   J’MAINE HOPGOOD (175PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13

FB
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CLINT GUTHERSON - 2KP 
2023 - 16/21 (76%)

Career - 114/160 (71%)

MITCH MOSES - 7KP 
2023 - 69/87 (79%)

Career - 533/691 (77%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Joey Lussick – He answered the Eel’s SOS 
in 2023, and in his 5 games, he played 80 
mins 3 times. He’s likely to share minutes 

with Hands, but he could be a sneaky 
solid hooker option late in the draft. 

DEANO’S DUD
Shaun Lane – Completely fallen off the 

radar after a shocking 2023 season. Needs 
to string together some solid games or 
he will get to know the pine very well.  

Depth pick up only in the latter rounds.   

MIG’S MONEY
J'Maine Hopgood – Solid as a 
rock, loves tackling and running, 
and a good honest workhorse!!!

PLAYER GAINS
Kelma Tuilagi

Morgan Harper

Jock Brazel

PLAYER LOSSES
Jack Murchie

Josh Hodgson

Andrew Davey

Jake Arthur

Mitch ReinC. GuthersonC. GuthersonM. SivoM. Sivo S. RussellS. Russell

W. PenisiniW. Penisini

M. MosesM. Moses (K) (K)

B. SimonssonB. Simonsson

D. BrownD. Brown

J. HopgoodJ. Hopgood

J. LussickJ. Lussick

S. LaneS. Lane

R. C-GillardR. C-Gillard

B. CartwrightB. Cartwright

J. PauloJ. Paulo

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
9TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$23

2019
5TH

2020
3RD

2023

2022

2021

10TH

4TH

6TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/par
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HANGOVER AFTER A BIG KNIGHT

WHAT HAPPENED
The Knights came from nowhere to put 
together a memorable season where they 
showed attacking brilliance and defensive 
nous week in, week out to finish 5th on 
the ladder.  

This was not what we have come to 
expect from the Knights and it was a 
pleasant surprise to see them become 
finals relevant again making the second 
week of the finals.  

Coach O’Brien seems to have gained the 
trust of his players and with Kayln Ponga 
and Bradman Best having career defining 
seasons, the Knights are back where they 
should be…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
With Kayln Ponga again taking the boots, 
he becomes a valuable commodity.  In 
the back end of the Season 2023, his form 
was irresistible. 

The combination of Ponga, Best, and Greg 
Marzhew is a good one and looks set to 
cause plenty of headaches if the Knights 
pack can continue to roll forward and 
give their no frills halves enough time and 
space to do their thing.  

In the forwards, the bulk of the big 
names are aging and you get the feeling 
that they’ll be rotated to preserve them.  
Drafting Knights forwards this season 
could be a no no…

THE MAIL
A more settled spine should lead to going 
one better in 2024. The Lachlan Miller 
experiment is over, and Jayden Brailey is 
back to guide the team around at Hooker.

The Knights may have lost their biggest 
strike weapon in Dominic Young, but 
there has been plenty of talk about rookie 
Thomas Jenkins if he can jag the spot.

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can they do it again or have they 

peaked last season?

•	 Will Ponga stay injury free and win the 
Dally M by 16 points?

•	 Is their pack good enough to mix it 
with the top teams?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
There’s quite a few changes to the squad 
for this season with try scoring freak 
Dominic Young heading to the Roosters.  

While there’s also a whole host of fringe 
starters also leaving, the Knights have 
looked overseas to fill some gaps.  

Kai Pearce-Paul and Will Pryce join the 
club from the Superleague and as always, 
are highly touted youngsters. There’s 
starting positions available for them if 
they are good enough.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

KALYN PONGAKALYN PONGA
180 PTS180 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
10TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$26

2019
11TH

2020
7TH

2023

2022

2021

5TH

14TH

7TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Marzhew, Greg Winger 20 20 0 24 0 0 28 1 161 -

Best, Bradman Centre 23 13 15 11 17 1 23 0 156 ▼▼

Ponga, Kalyn Full Back | KP6 18 8 20 21 23 0 13 4 146 (226) ▲▲

Frizell, Tyson Back Row 20 4 1 5 0 17 4 0 116 ▼▼

Gagai, Dane Centre 20 3 13 13 17 7 22 0 112 (114) -

Crossland, Phoenix Hooker 23 6 5 2 2 14 0 0 107 ▼▼

Gamble, Tyson Five Eighth 22 6 11 4 12 0 1 8 85 (87) ▼▼

Hastings, Jackson Half Back | KP3 21 4 9 3 12 0 1 9 69 (101) -

Thompson, Leo Front Row 23 1 0 2 0 12 0 0 66 -

Saifiti, Daniel Front Row 21 2 2 2 1 8 5 0 65 -

Elliott, Adam Lock 16 0 1 0 3 11 0 0 60 -

Saifiti, Jacob Front Row 19 1 0 1 0 6 5 0 39 ▲▲

Croker, Matthew Lock 22 3 1 0 2 4 0 0 36 -

Cogger, Jack Five Eighth 13 0 8 1 5 0 0 5 34 (44) -

Jenkins, Thomas Winger 5 5 2 6 1 0 1 0 33 -

Lucas, Dylan Back Row 15 1 0 1 0 5 1 0 32 ▲▲

Tuala, Enari Centre 6 3 3 2 3 0 3 0 29 -

Brailey, Jayden Hooker 5 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 22 -

Cartwright, Jed Centre 17 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 9 -

Hetherington, Jack Front Row 24 1 1 2 0 1 0 0 9 -

Jones, Brodie Back Row 15 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Cant, Thomas Back Row 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Pearce-Paul, Kai Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ▲▲

Cooper, Kiah Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Mapapalangi, Krystian Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Rivett, Ryan Five Eighth 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Bryan, Paul Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Tupouniua, Toni Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Armstrong, David Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Pryce, Will Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
Made his debut for the Panthers in Round 25 last year and 
looked very promising. He has made the move to the Hunter 
and could well find himself on the wing replacing Dom Young. 

He has huge potential if he gets the early start, especially if the 
Knights can continue on from the style of footy they played in the 
2nd half of last season.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   LOCKY MILLER (45PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13

FB

LK
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FR

BR
FR

W
C
FE

W
C

HB

JACKSON HASTINGS - 3KP 
2023 - 16/28 (57%)

Career - 55/78 (71%)

KALYN PONGA - 6KP  
2023 - 46/60 (77%)

Career - 189/256 (74%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Dylan Lucas – With a second-row 
spot vacant, Dylan Lucas has the 

goods to fill it. He’s an 80min hard 
running workhorser who loves to 
hog the ball; just ask Deano, lol. 

DEANO’S DUD
Jayden Brailey – You realise you need a 
solid hooker after recruiting every other 
“quality” position, and all that is left is 

Brailey. Just get the axe ready as he will 
be injured in no time. No thank you.

MIG’S MONEY
Kalyn Ponga – It all happens 

around him and if he stays fit, he’s 
a proven CEO points scorer…

PLAYER GAINS
Kai Pearce-Paul

Will Pryce

Jack Cogger

Jed Cartwright

Tom Jenkins

Zach Herring

Fletcher Sharpe

PLAYER LOSSES
Dominic Young

Lachlan Fitzgibbon

Simi Sasagi

Lachlan Miller

Fa'amanu Brown

Adam Clune

Bailey Hodgson

Kurt Mann

K. PongaK. Ponga (K) (K)G. MarzhewG. Marzhew K. MapapalangiK. Mapapalangi

D. GagaiD. Gagai

J. HastingsJ. Hastings

B. BestB. Best

W. PryceW. Pryce

A. ElliottA. Elliott

J. BraileyJ. Brailey

K. Pearce-PaulK. Pearce-Paul

D. SaifitiD. Saifiti

T. FrizellT. Frizell

L. ThompsonL. Thompson

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
10TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$26

2019
11TH

2020
7TH

2023

2022

2021

5TH

14TH

7TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/new
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MOUNTAIN MEN ROLL ON

WHAT HAPPENED
More of the same as the Panthers cruise to 
the Minor and Major Premiership double, 
collecting their 3rd successive title along 
the way.  

Coach Cleary has the boys humming 
and a happy team is a successful team 
and morale obviously sky high at the 
mountains.  

Even with injury and State of Origin taking 
its toll on their players, the Panthers found 
a way to win and there is no doubt that 
they are in the midst of a serious dynasty….

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The Panthers score plenty of points so it 
makes sense to target their money men in 
Cleary, Luai and Edwards. 

The whole backline should be targeted 
with To’o and Turuva the beneficiaries of 
fast sweeping plays.  

In the forwards, Captain Yeo is a beast at 
lock. His numbers continue to explode and 
he’s a double workhorse man when he 
gets the full 80 minutes.  

The forward pack is super strong with a fit 
Scott Sorensen a focal point in attack and 
a high priority draft target if looking for 
quality backrowers.  

JFH continues to put up great stats despite 
the Panthers winning easily at times and 
the guns getting more bench time…

THE MAIL
The Panthers have successfully covered 
the holes that key departing personnel 
have left, with Taylan May likely to get first 
crack in the centres.  

Tago is likely to move to the right 
hand side and will form a dangerous 
partnership with To’o. 

Overall, looking at the squad at Ivan 
Cleary’s disposal, there’s no reason why 
the Panthers can’t do it all again in 2024, 
especially with Nathan Cleary continuing 
to take his game to a new level…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can anyone stop them on their day?

•	 Who steps up to provide the punch off 
the bench?

•	 Is Luai coming or going?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Panther’s management has worked 
around the clock to keep their 
premiership winning squad together but 
sadly for them, money talks.  

Stephen Crichton has left for the Dogs as 
well as impact bench forward Leniu.  

The Panthers have been quick to sure 
up the depth in some areas though with 
Daine Laurie returning from the Tigers 
and highly touted young centre Paul 
Alamoti arriving from the Dogs.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

NATHAN CLEARYNATHAN CLEARY
160 PTS160 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
1ST

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$4

2019
10TH

2020
1ST

2023

2022

2021

1ST

1ST

2ND

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

To'o, Brian Winger 20 17 1 18 2 0 26 3 145 -

Yeo, Isaah Lock 21 4 2 4 5 21 2 0 138 ▼▼

Cleary, Nathan Half Back | KP8 19 5 18 6 20 2 4 18 135 (279) ▲▲

Edwards, Dylan Full Back 23 11 7 9 11 1 26 1 131 (135) ▲▲

Sorensen, Scott Back Row 20 4 6 9 8 13 4 0 118 -

Tago, Izack Centre 13 10 6 12 3 0 14 1 96 ▲▲

Kenny, Mitchell Hooker 20 0 3 0 4 17 1 1 96 -

Fisher-Harris, James Front Row 20 0 1 1 0 16 3 0 89 ▼▼

Turuva, Sunia Winger 23 9 1 11 0 0 17 4 87 -

Peachey, Tyrone Centre 16 10 4 9 6 0 10 2 83 -

Luai, Jarome Five Eighth 20 3 13 8 15 0 2 3 81 -

Martin, Liam Back Row 15 5 2 5 2 7 4 0 74 -

Alamoti, Paul Centre 19 2 4 4 8 0 12 0 52 (54) ▼▼

Laurie, Daine Full Back 13 2 5 6 7 0 4 3 42 ▲▲

Leota, Moses Front Row 23 2 0 1 0 5 2 0 38 -

Smith, Lindsay Front Row 22 0 2 1 1 5 3 0 37 ▲▲

Eisenhuth, Matt Front Row 12 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 17 -

Luke, Soni Hooker 20 1 2 1 1 0 0 6 14 -

Garner, Luke Back Row 14 1 0 2 2 0 0 0 8 -

Sommerton, Luke Hooker 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

McLean, Jesse Winger 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 -

Geyer, Mavrik Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Hassett, Harry Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Henry, Liam Back Row 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Lisati, Ativalu Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Price, Riley Back Row 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Riki, Preston Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Cole, Jack Five Eighth 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Schneider, Brad Half Back 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

May, Taylan Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
The Panthers nursery just keeps on producing and they have 
another potential star in Liam Henry. 

He averaged 156 run metres per game in NSW Cup in 2023, along 
with a tackle efficiency of 96%. 

Henry will likely slot into Spencer Leniu’s role on the bench for 2024 
but mark this man down as a future workhorse gun.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   ZAC HOSKING (79PTS)

Liam	

HenryHenry
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13
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NATHAN CLEARY - 8KP 
2023 - 89/106 (84%)

Career - 588/699 (84%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Taylan May – More of a “bounce back” 
than a “break out.” In 2022, May was a 
scoring machine. In 2024, he’s likely to 

switch to the centres, but that shouldn’t 
stop him from finding the try line.  

DEANO’S DUD
Taylan May – Not big enough to make 

an impact and is also coming back from a 
major injury. Tread carefully, as you rarely 
hear the term “strike centre” these days.   

MIG’S MONEY
Nathan Cleary – The puppeteer who 

pulls the strings – he’s a class above and 
his performance in the GF just showed 
that his ceiling is high….very high…!!!

PLAYER GAINS
Daine Laurie

Brad Schneider

Paul Alamoti

Riley Price

PLAYER LOSSES
Stephen Crichton

Spencer Leniu

Jaemon Salmon

Jack Cogger

Tom JenkinsD. EdwardsD. EdwardsS. TuruvaS. Turuva B. To’oB. To’o

T. MayT. May

N. ClearyN. Cleary (K) (K)

I. TagoI. Tago

J. LuaiJ. Luai

I. YeoI. Yeo

M. KennyM. Kenny

S. SorensenS. Sorensen

J. F-HarrisJ. F-Harris

L. MartinL. Martin

M. LeotaM. Leota

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
1ST

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$4

2019
10TH

2020
1ST

2023

2022

2021

1ST

1ST

2ND

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/pen
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JACK & TRELL CLIMB UP THE HILL

WHAT HAPPENED
The wheels fell off in a big way last season 
with the Rabbits missing the finals. Talks 
of infighting derailed their season long 
before the losses piled up.  

The question now has to be asked – are 
the Rabbits in decline after their spiral to 
9th on the ladder in 2023?  

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
If you could guarantee Latrell 20 games 
this season, he’d be a target however he’s 
simply not reliable.  

The wingers in Alex Johnston and Tyrone 
Munro are excellent targets with Campbell 
Graham looking to have a better season.  

Cody Walker is getting older and seems to 
have lost that zip he had two years ago.  

In the forwards, Captain Cam Murray 
is the glue that holds them together.  
Cooky is still a draft stud with Tatola and 
Koloamatangi both having value when fit 
and firing.

THE MAIL
Overall, so much depends on the 
mentality of the Bunnies big names.  

If they are fragile, the Bunnies’ demise 
will be swift. If they are up for the fight 
and happy, then a return to the top 8 is 
imminent.  

Once thing is for sure, Jack Wighton in 
the halves is NOT the answer to the Bunny 
woes…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 What is the mindset of the Big Boys?

•	 Can the find the ‘want’ to mix it again 
with the big teams?

•	 Is Cooky slowly fading?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
The ‘big in’ is Jack Wighton and the talk is 
he will play in the centres. That’s probably 
his best position but the reality is, the 
Rabbits don’t need a centre.  

Sean Keppie is the other recruit as they 
look to bolster their engine room… PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

CODY WALKERCODY WALKER
170 PTS170 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
4TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$9

2019
3RD

2020
6TH

2023

2022

2021

9TH

7TH

3RD

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Cook, Damien Hooker 23 3 8 4 8 23 8 2 173 ▼▼

Walker, Cody Five Eighth 22 9 24 11 30 1 1 10 161 -

Graham, Campbell Centre 21 16 5 20 9 0 17 0 137 ▼▼

Murray, Cameron Lock 21 4 3 5 4 20 1 0 131 -

Johnston, Alex Winger 23 21 2 28 3 0 2 1 124 -

Koloamatangi, Keaon Back Row 17 5 2 5 6 13 10 0 120 ▲▲

Tass, Isaiah Centre 23 9 9 9 16 2 17 4 117 ▼▼

Mitchell, Latrell Full Back | KP7 16 9 12 4 18 0 4 5 94 (200) -

Wighton, Jack Centre 21 7 7 8 11 1 8 2 79 -

Ilias, Lachlan Half Back 24 4 11 4 13 0 0 9 76 (80) -

Tatola, Tevita Front Row 15 0 0 0 0 10 2 0 54 ▲▲

Chee-Kam, Michael Back Row 17 1 1 1 1 9 1 0 53 -

Arrow, Jai Back Row 14 0 0 1 0 7 4 0 44 ▲▲

Host, Jacob Back Row 17 3 1 4 1 4 1 0 41 -

Milne, Taane Winger 18 2 2 11 1 0 8 0 38 ▼▼

Burgess, Thomas Front Row 16 1 0 2 0 2 8 0 30 -

Burns, Braiden Winger 10 2 2 3 3 0 5 1 29 -

Keppie, Sean Front Row 20 1 0 1 0 4 2 0 27 -

Munro, Tyrone Winger 4 3 1 7 0 0 1 0 23 ▲▲

Kennar, Richie Winger 8 2 2 4 3 0 1 0 21 -

Thompson, Izaac Winger 7 1 1 4 0 0 2 0 14 -

Mitchell, Shaquai Front Row 11 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 12 -

Hawkins, Dean Half Back | KP1 3 0 2 0 3 0 0 1 10 (12) -

Duncan, Tallis Lock 8 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 8 ▲▲

Fifita, Dan Front Row 10 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 -

Moale, Davvy Front Row 18 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 -

Mamouzelos, Peter Hooker 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 7 -

Havili, Siliva Hooker 9 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 5 -

Lovett, Ben Lock 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Tsikrikas, Billy Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
Duncan announced himself to the rugby league world with a 
length of the field try in Round 19 last season. 

At home in the back row, Tallis Duncan plays with plenty of 
passion and energy. 
He will likely be used as an impact player off the bench but it won’t be 
long before he is a regular starter.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   IZAAC THOMPSON (14PTS)

Tallis
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13
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DEAN HAWKINS - 1KP 
2023 - 2/3 (67%)

Career - 2/3 (67%)

LATRELL MITCHELL - 7KP 
2023 - 53/73 (73%)

Career - 335/451 (74%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Tyrone Munro – The right-hand 
winger merry-go-round should 

land on Munro. An electric young 
talent with so much potential. 

DEANO’S DUD
Isaiah Tass – A dud two years in a 

row. No chance of getting a game now 
Latrell’s “Bro-friend” has found his way 

down the Burrow. He will be the forgotten 
man this season which isn’t deserved.

MIG’S MONEY
Alex Johnston – If he can avoid the 
black hole that is Jack Wighton, then 

he’ll score another 20 pies this season…

PLAYER GAINS
Jack Wighton

Sean Keppie

Thomas Fletcher

Dion Teaupa

PLAYER LOSSES
Hame Sele

Blake Taaffe

Jed Cartwright

Liam KnightL. MitchellL. Mitchell (K) (K)A. JohnstonA. Johnston T. MunroT. Munro

C. GrahamC. Graham

L. Ilias L. Ilias 

J. WightonJ. Wighton

C. WalkerC. Walker

C. MurrayC. Murray

D. CookD. Cook

J. ArrowJ. Arrow

T. BurgessT. Burgess

K. KoloamatangiK. Koloamatangi

T. TatolaT. Tatola

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
4TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$9

2019
3RD

2020
6TH

2023

2022

2021

9TH

7TH

3RD

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/sth
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OH RICKY, YOU'RE SO FINED

WHAT HAPPENED
Looking ordinary for much of the season, 
the Raiders snuck into the finals in 8th 
position only to go down by the barest of 
margins to the Knights in the first week.  
This was probably an overachievement 
though with defence a major issue.  

Coach Ricky is almost out of excuses too.  
The premiership window is almost closed 
and he will need to reinvent his structures 
this season if they are to be a contender…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Joseph Tapine had an amazing season last 
year and at times, carried the whole team 
on his back. 

Matt Timoko was a sensation in the 
centres and really, that’s where it ends for 
the draft targets.  

THE MAIL
Don’t get me wrong, the Raiders are full 
of ‘good’ players but the whole squad just 
looks ‘used’ and ‘tired’.  

The Raiders really need Xavier Savage to 
kick on as he is the livewire that they need 
but even then it’s hard to see the Raiders 
‘doing a Knights’ and surprising anyone this 
year.  

It looks to be a case of same ole, same ole – 
it’s boooorrrring Ricky…..

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can Ricky reinvent the wheel?

•	 Is Kaeo Weekes’ kicking game good 
enough at this level?

•	 Can an older and experienced pack 
still cut it?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Not much to talk about here.  Kaeo 
Weekes comes from Manly and looks 
likely to take Wighton’s spot. Jarrod 
Croker has retired and a range of top 30 
squad players have moved on.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

JOSEPH TAPINEJOSEPH TAPINE
155 PTS155 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
15TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$61

2019
4TH

2020
5TH

2023

2022

2021

8TH

8TH

10TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Tapine, Joseph Front Row 23 1 1 1 3 23 12 1 150 -

Young, Hudson Back Row 23 9 2 7 2 17 3 2 136 -

Timoko, Matt Centre 24 11 5 14 9 1 26 1 128 ▼▼

Horsburgh, Corey Lock 22 3 1 4 1 20 2 0 121 -

Whitehead, Elliott Back Row 22 3 2 2 7 17 0 1 111 ▼▼

Fogarty, Jamal Half Back | KP6 23 3 14 5 8 0 1 17 89 (137) -

Rapana, Jordan Winger | KP1 20 11 9 14 8 0 3 3 89 -

Hosking, Zac Back Row 20 3 3 4 3 10 2 0 79 -

Hopoate, Albert Winger 21 8 1 11 1 0 14 0 74 -

Papalii, Josh Front Row 18 2 0 2 2 9 6 0 69 ▼▼

Kris, Sebastian Full Back 20 7 2 8 3 0 14 0 65 ▲▲

Starling, Tom Hooker 22 2 5 3 4 4 0 2 45 -

Woolford, Zac Hooker 19 0 5 0 6 5 0 3 44 -

Guler, Emre Front Row 24 1 0 1 0 5 0 0 30 -

Cotric, Nick Winger 13 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 14 -

H-Naera, Corey Back Row 9 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 13 (17) -

Saulo, Pasami Front Row 22 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 11 -

Mooney, Trey Lock 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 6 -

Savage, Xavier Full Back 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 ▲▲

Mariota, Ata Front Row 16 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Weekes, Kaeo Full Back 14 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 4 ▲▲

Levi, Daniel Hooker 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 3 -

Schiller, James Winger 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 -

Hola, Peter Front Row 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Strange, Ethan Five Eighth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Trevilyan, Adrian Hooker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Puru, Hohepa Lock 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Sasagi, Simi Five Eighth 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Smithies, Morgan Lock 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Stewart, Chevy Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24



R
A

ID
E

R
S ROOKIE 

WATCH
The Raiders are seemingly in a rebuilding phase which means 
plenty of opportunity for a young gun like Stewart. 

He was favoured at fullback in NSW Cup over Xavier Savage in 2023, 
scoring 9 tries as well as being a handy goal kicker. 

Expect big things from this kid.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   ALBERT HOPOATE (74PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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JORDAN RAPANA - 1KP 
2023 - 0/0 (0%)

Career - 16/23 (70%)

JAMAL FOGARTY - 6KP 
2023 - 28/32 (88%)

Career - 159/203 (78%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Seb Kris – 2024 is the year he bounces 

back to his 2022 form. There is the 
potential he will hold dual C/FB positions 
which is handy. His biggest challenge is 

staying out of the judiciary. 

DEANO’S DUD
Jamal Fogarty – The Raiders lost 

Wighton and recruited diddly squat.  
Expect a mountain of pressure to be on 
his shoulders. Not getting any younger 
and goal kicking is on the way out. Pass.

MIG’S MONEY
Matt Timoko – I’m expecting Timoko 
to become one of the best centres in 
the comp, but if centres don’t float 
your boat then Tapine is your man…

PLAYER GAINS
Simi Sasagi

Kaeo Weekes

Morgan Smithies

Jordan Martin

Noah Martin

Vena Patuki-Case

PLAYER LOSSES
Jack Wighton

Matt Frawley

Jarrod Croker

Semi Valemei

Brad Schneider

Zane Dunford

X. SavageX. SavageN. CotricN. Cotric J. RapanaJ. Rapana

M. TimokoM. Timoko

J. FogartyJ. Fogarty (K) (K)

S. KrisS. Kris

K. WeekesK. Weekes

C. HorsburghC. Horsburgh

Z. WoolfordZ. Woolford

H. YoungH. Young

J. PapaliiJ. Papalii

E. WhiteheadE. Whitehead

J. TapineJ. Tapine

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
15TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$61

2019
4TH

2020
5TH

2023

2022

2021

8TH

8TH

10TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/cbr
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THE BUTCHERING OF BONDI

WHAT HAPPENED
A train wreck of a season by the Roosters’ 
standards and they only just snuck into 
the finals in the final round of the season 
and bowed out in the second week of the 
finals.  

Throughout the season, injuries to key 
personnel hampered their cohesion.  
Selection dilemmas were rife in the 
backline and ultimately, Coach Trent 
Robinson was fumbling for answers at 
times…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The Roosters are stacked with draft 
targets but ultimately, burning an early 
pick on them means they’d better be in 
form!  
Tedesco, Smith and Walker all need 
to rediscover their NRLCEO form of 
yesteryear. 
If Joey Manu makes the unlikely shift to 
fullback, he would be the first drafted. 
In the forwards, if given the minutes, 
the Butcher Boys are workers capable of 
crossing the stripe often.  The wingers 
looks ready to reap the rewards if the 
halves can gel…

THE MAIL
On paper, the Roosters should be pushing 
for the title, but the Teddy conundrum 
is a valid one. He looks tired and his ball 
playing skills are not up to the modern 
game. 

Plenty relies on the big investment of “The 
Cheese”.  If he can get fit then he is the 
man to trigger the attack.  

At the end of the day, with a squad like 
this, the Roosters will be looking at top 4 
and nothing else!

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can Cheese get out of the fat group?

•	 Will Teddy rediscover a passing game?

•	 Can Radley stay on the field more 
often than not?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Dom Young comes in and bolsters and 
already impressive backline while Spencer 
Leniu comes from the dark side to give 
some serious punch in the middle. 

A whole host of fringe/support players 
have left, none of which were likely to 
start in a stacked Roosters team this 
season.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

DOMINIC YOUNGDOMINIC YOUNG
165 PTS165 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
5TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$10

2019
2ND

2020
4TH

2023

2022

2021

7TH

6TH

5TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Young, Dominic Winger 23 23 4 27 2 0 13 1 154 -

Butcher, Nat Back Row 22 4 2 8 4 22 2 1 145 ▼▼

Tedesco, James Full Back 20 11 11 13 11 0 21 6 138 -

Keary, Luke Five Eighth 24 5 18 8 21 1 5 9 125 (131) ▼▼

Collins, Lindsay Front Row 23 2 0 3 2 19 2 1 113 -

Tupou, Daniel Winger 18 10 2 11 1 0 19 0 94 -

Radley, Victor Lock 19 2 1 3 4 16 0 0 91 -

Butcher, Egan Back Row 19 2 2 5 0 14 1 0 87 -

Manu, Joseph Centre 20 7 6 6 8 3 16 2 86 ▲▲

Smith, Brandon Hooker 19 2 2 4 2 10 7 2 82 ▲▲

Suaalii, Joseph Winger | KP2 20 8 2 13 4 0 11 0 75 (167) ▲▲

W-Hargreaves, Jared Front Row 20 0 1 0 2 11 3 0 61 ▼▼

Smith, Billy Centre 14 4 4 5 10 1 10 1 60 -

Walker, Sam Half Back | KP7 8 3 4 5 4 0 1 5 40 (74) ▲▲

Pauga, Fetalaiga Winger 8 3 1 4 1 0 5 0 29 -

Smith, Sandon Half Back 12 0 5 3 4 0 0 4 27 (41) -

Wong, Siua Back Row 9 2 0 4 0 3 0 0 27 ▲▲

May, Terrell Front Row 15 1 0 1 1 3 2 0 25 -

Crichton, Angus Back Row 11 1 0 1 0 2 1 0 17 -

Tupouniua, Sitili Back Row 8 1 1 0 1 2 0 0 17 -

Leniu, Spencer Front Row 18 1 0 1 0 0 5 0 13 -

Whyte, Naufahu Back Row 11 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 12 -

Anderson, Jade Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Dockar-Clay, Zach Hooker 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Fittler, Zach Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

H-Schuster, Tavita Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Napa, Dylan Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Marschke, Ben Hooker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Watson, Connor Lock 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Murphy, Lewis Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH
The Roosters squad looks fairly settled after a lacklustre 2023. Toia is 
one player who could emerge and grab some minutes this season. 
This 183cm, 100kg kiwi beast has all the attributes to make a fist 

of the NRL, which is why he was picked in the QLD Under 19's team.
If Billy Smith goes down again then we could see Toia earlier than 
expected.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   SIUA WONG (27PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13
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JOSEPH SUAALII - 2KP 
2023 - 46/59 (78%)

Career - 46/59 (78%)

SAM WALKER - 7KP 
2023 - 20/26 (77%)

Career - 134/186 (72%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Siua Wong – You don’t get a contract 
extension until the end of 2026 at the 

Roosters for no reason. Wong is an 
exciting prospect, but he will have plenty 

of competition in the second row. 

DEANO’S DUD
JWH – This old cock keeps producing 

but needs more rub downs than an Asian 
massage parlour. Barring injury to the 
starting props, JWH will happily warm 

the bench. Spud pool pick up only.

MIG’S MONEY
Nat Butcher – Nat is a gun and it doesn’t 

matter where he plays, if he is in the 
starting team – he’ll score CEO points.

PLAYER GAINS
Dominic Young

Spencer Leniu

Lewis Murphy

Ethan Roberts

Alex Young

Ethan Steep

PLAYER LOSSES
Corey Allan

Fletcher Baker

Jaxson Paulo

Matt Lodge

Paul Momirovski

Jake Turpin

Drew Hutchison

Nathan Brown

Thomas Deakin

Elie El-Zakhem

Taku Hau Tapuha

Vuate Karawalevu

J. TedescoJ. TedescoD. TupouD. Tupou D. YoungD. Young

J. ManuJ. Manu

S. WalkerS. Walker (K) (K)

J. SuaaliiJ. Suaalii

L. KearyL. Keary

V. RadleyV. Radley

B. SmithB. Smith

S. WongS. Wong

L. CollinsL. Collins

N. ButcherN. Butcher

J. W-HargreavesJ. W-Hargreaves

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
5TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$10

2019
2ND

2020
4TH

2023

2022

2021

7TH

6TH

5TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/syd
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THOMAS THE TANKED ENGINE

WHAT HAPPENED

Turbo was firing before State Of Origin 
and so were the Sea Eagles.  Then Turbo 
blew a gasket mid-season after 10 tries, 
8 try assists and just 2100m and the Sea 
Eagles were a write off… again …. season 
ovah….

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Fit Trbojevic – get him ASAP but drafter 
beware… Lurking in the shadows is a 
player who proved to be a potentially 
game winning fullback in Koula – his stats 
were epic in the back end of last season!  

Of course, the wingers in Saab and Garrick 
loves scoring tries and both players’ value 
explodes with Turbo fit.  

In the forwards, Guacamole Olakau’atu is 
turning into a very handy try scoring, back 
rower. He’ll pick up the workhorse at a 
rate of 50% too – that’s not bad!

THE MAIL

Everything good that the Sea Eagles do 
revolves around Turbo and if there was 
ever a one man team, the Sea Eagles are 
it.  

Having said that, the media have touted a 
shift to the centres for their injury plagued 
strike weapon but will Seibold pull the 
trigger on that?  

Overall, the Jekyll & Hyde Sea Eagles look 
set for another roller coaster season in 
2024 but it’s hard to see them testing the 
more fancied teams…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can Turbo stay out of the injury ward?

•	 Will Brooks compliment DCE?

•	 Where does Schuster fit into this 
team?

PERSONNEL CHANGES

Some big names come in with Luke 
Brooks and Tommy Talau escaping the 
tiger Shitshow.  The former in particular 
will have plenty to prove and can he (with 
DCE’s help) finally guide his team to a 
finals appearance?  

Plenty of youngsters have left, the most 
notable being Kaeo Weekes to the Raiders 
and the highly touted Fainu boys to the 
Tigers.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP
HAUMOLE OLAKAU'ATUHAUMOLE OLAKAU'ATU

175 PTS175 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
11TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$31

2019
6TH

2020
13TH

2023

2022

2021

12TH

11TH

4TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Olakau'atu, Haumole Back Row 24 10 6 12 7 14 10 2 161 -

Cherry-Evans, Daly Half Back | KP1 22 9 20 8 21 1 7 16 138 (178) ▼▼

Garrick, Reuben Winger | KP7 21 12 6 17 6 0 16 2 117 (243) -

Croker, Lachlan Hooker 23 6 4 6 5 13 0 2 114 ▼▼

Trbojevic, Tom Fullback 11 10 9 6 15 0 13 0 105 ▲▲

Saab, Jason Winger 19 14 5 21 1 0 7 2 104 -

Waddell, Corey Lock 22 4 1 3 1 14 4 0 98 -

Koula, Tolutau Centre 19 8 6 11 7 0 16 0 92 ▲▲

Trbojevic, Jake Lock 18 1 0 0 0 17 0 1 90 -

Paseka, Taniela Front Row 18 0 1 3 1 11 8 0 77 -

Brooks, Luke Halfback | KP1 16 3 6 6 6 1 6 6 64 (70) ▲▲

Schuster, Josh Five Eighth 15 2 12 1 9 0 0 5 59 -

Paulo, Jaxson Winger 12 6 1 8 1 0 6 0 47 -

Wakeham, Brandon Half Back 15 2 6 2 7 0 1 9 47 (101) -

Parker, Brad Centre 19 5 3 6 5 0 3 0 43 -

Sipley, Toafofoa Front Row 17 2 0 4 1 5 4 0 42 -

Bullemore, Ethan Back Row 23 1 1 0 1 4 5 1 38 -

Aloiai, Josh Front Row 16 1 0 1 1 4 1 0 28 -

Talau, Tommy Centre 13 1 5 2 5 0 2 1 26 ▲▲

Tuipulotu, Christian Winger 12 2 0 8 1 0 1 0 19 -

Trbojevic, Ben Back Row 12 2 1 4 1 0 0 0 15 -

Arthur, Jake Five Eighth 22 1 1 1 4 0 1 0 14 -

Lodge, Matthew Front Row 12 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 12 -

T-Vaega, Raymond Winger 7 2 0 4 0 0 1 0 12 -

Woods, Aaron Front Row 16 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 11 -

Brown, Nathan Lock 10 0 1 0 3 2 0 0 9 -

Condon, Benjamin Back Row 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Lawton, Karl Back Row 12 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Tong, Gordon Hooker 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 (7) -

Matterson, Dean Lock 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH

Manly has lacked spark out of dummy half for many 
years now and they may have found an answer. Tong 

is an instinctive player who likes to run the ball and create 
opportunities. 
With Lachlan Croker re-signing for 2 more years, it leaves Tong limited 
to a bench role and relying on his attacking stats to get his NRLCEO 
points.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   KAEO WEEKES (4PTS)
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13
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FR

W
C
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W
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HB

DALY CHERRY-EVANS - 1KP 
2023 - 20/26 (77%)

Career - 171/236 (72%)

LUKE BROOKS - 1KP 
2023 - 3/3 (100%)

Career - 23/33 (70%)

REUBEN GARRICK - 7KP 
2023 - 63/83 (76%)

Career - 347/451 (77%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Tolu Koula – Koula has a decent 
set of wheels on him. The kid can 

run! With a healthy Turbo back and 
a rejuvenated Brooks in the halves, 
look for Koula to reap the benefits. 

DEANO’S DUD
Brad Parker – A lot of youth are 

knocking on the door at Manly and 
this ranga has outlived his time there. 

He is one injury away from going 
to Super League. Stay away!

MIG’S MONEY
Haumole Olakau'atu – Haumole 

Guacamole is set to explode, and off 
the back of his try scoring prowess 
his new-found work ethic and 80 
minutes each game is a bonus!

PLAYER GAINS
Luke Brooks

Tommy Talau

Jaxson Paulo

Aitasi James

Corey Waddell

Matt Lodge

Nathan Brown

Bailey Hodgson

PLAYER LOSSES
Latu Fainu

Samuela Fainu

Kelma Tuilagi

Morgan Harper

Sean Keppie

Kaeo Weekes
T. TrbojevicT. TrbojevicR. GarrickR. Garrick (K) (K) J. SaabJ. Saab

T. KoulaT. Koula

D. C-EvansD. C-Evans

B. ParkerB. Parker

L. BrooksL. Brooks

J. TrbojevicJ. Trbojevic

L. CrokerL. Croker

J. SchusterJ. Schuster

J. AloiaiJ. Aloiai

H. Olakau’atuH. Olakau’atu

T. PasekaT. Paseka

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
11TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$31

2019
6TH

2020
13TH

2023

2022

2021

12TH

11TH

4TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/man
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FITZY'S BLOOD IN THE WATER

WHAT HAPPENED
At times last season, The Sharks looked 
like title contenders but injury and 
sporadic form ultimately ended their 
season in the first week of the finals. 

Coach Fitzgibbon had a number of 
selection conundrums and Nicho’s post 
representative season decline in form 
hampered their push for the title…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The Sharks’ backrowers in particular are 
quite a target – Wilton and Nikora are 
both strike weapons in attack and rack up 
the stats in defence.  

The wingers historically are well utilised 
and there’s no reason why Ronaldo and 
Katoa can’t rack up the pies again this 
season.  Of course, the main man is Nicho 
Hynes and he’s a genuine early draft 
target if you believe in the Sharks.  

THE MAIL
The Sharks have a very stable squad and 
for that reason, you know what you are 
going to get from them.  

They do look a little light up front which 
means their style of play could revolve 
more around the using Cam McInnes for 
more time in a ‘small agile forwards’ style 
where the ball gets moved around a lot.  

Really, there’s no reason why the Sharks 
won’t feature again in the finals but, do 
they have what it takes to take their game 
to the next level – that will depend on 
how the spine (with Trindall at FE) gels 
with Kennedy’s return…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 How does the Finucane/McInnes 

combination work this season?

•	 Can Trindall and Hynes work well 
together?

•	 Will Kennedy and Wilton be the same 
players after serious injuries?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Not much going on in terms of squad 
changes.  Billy Burns is the only notable 
addition with Wade Graham finally 
hanging up the boots.  

Matt Moylan also departs after hanging 
around for too long and in an actual loss 
for the club, Connor Tracey’s departure 
to the Dogs will impact on the Sharks’ 
backline depth…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

NICHO HYNESNICHO HYNES
190 PTS190 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
7TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$21

2019
7TH

2020
8TH

2023

2022

2021

6TH

2ND

9TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Hynes, Nicho Half Back | KP7 20 5 25 7 35 0 14 9 173 (335) ▲▲

Nikora, Briton Back Row 24 8 4 17 5 19 4 0 163 ▼▼

Brailey, Blayke Hooker 24 1 11 2 14 22 3 2 160 -

Mulitalo, Ronaldo Winger 22 20 5 29 1 0 7 1 135 -

Talakai, Siosifa Centre 21 5 17 8 22 0 21 0 126 (128) -

Ramien, Jesse Centre 24 11 6 9 10 0 20 0 115 -

Wilton, Teig Back Row 17 6 0 5 1 15 4 0 113 ▲▲

Kennedy, William Full Back 19 14 7 11 6 0 10 1 108 -

McInnes, Cameron Lock 22 3 1 4 3 17 1 0 108 -

Katoa, Si Winger 24 12 1 19 1 0 5 1 81 -

Burns, Billy Back Row 13 3 2 3 1 7 1 0 57 ▼▼

Williams, Jack Lock 23 2 0 5 0 7 4 0 56 -

Trindall, Braydon Five Eighth | KP2 18 4 6 1 6 0 0 3 47 (73) ▲▲

Finucane, Dale Lock 13 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 38 ▼▼

Rudolf, Toby Front Row 14 1 0 2 0 6 0 0 36 ▲▲

Hazleton, Thomas Front Row 18 3 0 5 0 3 0 0 32 -

Hunt, Royce Front Row 19 3 0 4 0 0 3 0 20 -

Uele, Braden Front Row 20 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 8 -

Colquhoun, Jesse Back Row 7 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Hiroti, Mawene Winger 5 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Atkinson, Daniel Half Back 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Berrell, Jayden Hooker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Dykes, Kade Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Gabrael, Michael Centre 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Iro, Kayal Centre 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Kaufusi, Oregon Front Row 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Puru, Niwhai Half Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Stonestreet, Samuel Winger 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Tapuha, Tuku Front Row 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Taukamo, Siteni Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24



S
H

A
R

K
S ROOKIE 

WATCH
Iro was our prediction last year and he did not end up playing any 

NRL in 2023. Surely coach Fitzgibbon will thrust him into the NRL 
this season on the back of another solid season for Newtown in the 
NSW Cup. 

There has been talk suggesting Siosifa Talakai will move back to the 
bench and with the departure of Connor Tracey to the Bulldogs, this 
should finally be Iro’s time to shine.

Last Year’s Prediction:   KAYAL IRO (0pts)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13
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BRAYDON TRINDALL - 2KP 
2023 - 13/18 (72%)

Career - 55/74 (74%)

NICHO HYNES - 7KP 
2023 - 83/105 (79%)

Career - 228/298 (77%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Kayal Iro – No real changes to the 

Sharks line-up in 2024, but If 21-year-old 
Iro can push Talakai to the bench, look 
for a player with the size and speed to 

devastate some backline defences in 2024. 

DEANO’S DUD
Jesse Ramien – Had a decent year last 

season but other teams have worked 
him out. There are plenty of young guns 
deserving of a shot, so expect Ramien 
to get the tap this season. Hard pass.

MIG’S MONEY
Briton Nikora – scores tries and 
plays minutes big enough to get 
the horse.  He’s a tidy package!

PLAYER GAINS
Billy Burns

Michael Gabrael

Dylan Coutts

Liam Ison

PLAYER LOSSES
Wade Graham

Matt Ikuvalu

Matt Moylan

Tuku Hau Tapuha

Connor Tracey
W. KennedyW. KennedyR. MulitaloR. Mulitalo S. KatoaS. Katoa

J. RamienJ. Ramien

N. HynesN. Hynes (K) (K)

S. TalakaiS. Talakai

B. TrindallB. Trindall

C. McInnesC. McInnes

B. BraileyB. Brailey

T. WiltonT. Wilton

T. RudolfT. Rudolf

B. NikoraB. Nikora

D. FinucaneD. Finucane

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
7TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$21

2019
7TH

2020
8TH

2023

2022

2021

6TH

2ND

9TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/cro
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PAPI DON'T PREACH

WHAT HAPPENED
It was another season where the Storm 
were more than competitive – this 
is despite having a centre pairing of 
Tonumaipea and Seve for the back half of 
the season!  

Ultimately, one got the feeling that the 
Storm weren’t the team to take the title 
but, they were still better than most, 
finishing the season in third and going 
down to the Premiers in the preliminary 
final…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Harry Grant leads all runners in the draft 
and will be the first hooker drafted thanks 
to his back-to-back NRLCEO MVP’s.  It 
has to be said though, that Harry hasn’t 
reached his ceiling yet which is frightening 
really…

In terms of the backs, Jahrome Hughes 
and Cam Munster are good options 
without kicking points.  Will Warbrick and 
Xavier Coates are dynamic wingers and 
love to score in doubles.

The big question mark revolves around 
Ryan Papenhuyzen who is currently in 
the midst of a horror injury run.  If he can 
somehow stay on the field in 2024, then 
he’s an obvious draft target (with massive 
risk though).

THE MAIL
As usual, the Storm will be there when 
the whips are cracking but with Munster 
and Hughes another year older, the Storm 
premiership window could be slowly 
closing.  

Papi holds the key and if he is fit, then the 
Storm can go to the required next level.  
The no frills forward pack also needs to do 
their job and one gets the feeling that this 
could be their achilles heel in 2024 – they 
rely far too much on the brilliance of their 
spine…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Are the Storm still good enough to mix 

it with the best?

•	 Where will Bellamy utilise NAS?

•	 Can the spine carry the rest yet 
again…?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Like a lot of teams this season, there’s 
really not much doing in the recruitment 
stakes.  

No names coming in and busted dead 
wood leaving. There’s plenty of coin tied 
up in the Storm spine so there’s very little 
wiggle room in one set of the Storm’s 
books…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

HARRY GRANTHARRY GRANT
230 PTS230 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
3RD

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$9

2019
1ST

2020
2ND

2023

2022

2021

3RD

5TH

1ST

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Grant, Harry Hooker 22 9 12 7 16 23 8 6 221 -

Hughes, Jahrome Halfback 20 7 20 12 25 0 6 9 146 ▼▼

King, Josh Lock 23 3 1 2 2 21 2 0 127 -

Loiero, Trent Back Row 23 2 1 2 2 19 4 0 117 ▼▼

Munster, Cameron Five Eighth 19 8 13 13 6 2 9 5 115 (117) ▲▲

Katoa, Eliesa Back Row 18 6 5 12 5 11 4 0 114 ▲▲

Meaney, Nick Full Back | KP3 22 10 11 9 11 0 11 1 105 (281) ▼▼

Warbrick, William Winger 22 16 1 18 2 0 7 0 100 ▲▲

Coates, Xavier Winger 20 16 4 11 0 0 7 1 98 -

Welch, Christian Front Row 22 2 0 2 1 16 1 0 91 -

Smith, Reimis Centre 21 5 6 4 10 0 3 0 50 -

Kamikamica, Tui Front Row 19 1 1 0 1 7 1 0 42 -

A-Solomona, Nelson Front Row 17 3 0 6 0 2 4 0 36 -

Pezet, Jonah Half Back 7 2 6 1 5 0 0 3 35 (39) -

Seve, Marion Centre 7 2 2 4 1 0 6 0 29 -

Tonumaipea, Young Centre 8 3 1 5 6 0 3 0 29 -

Blore, Shawn Back Row 15 1 0 4 0 2 1 1 21 ▲▲

Anderson, Grant Winger 11 2 0 1 1 0 2 0 14 -

Wishart, Tyran Half Back 15 1 1 3 0 0 1 1 13 -

Faalogo, Sualauvi Full Back 1 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 10 ▲▲

Garlick, Bronson Hooker 22 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 9 -

Papenhuyzen, Ryan Full Back | KP6 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 (14) -

Howarth, Jack Back Row 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Lewis, Chris Back Row 4 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 -

Pene, Aaron Front Row 9 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 -

MacDonald, Alec Lock 14 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 -

Moeroa, Tepai Lock 6 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 -

Chan, Joe Back Row 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Ieremia, Dean Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

??? ??? 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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It was a super impressive display from Faalogo in the Pacific 
Test Series in 2023. 

He is very quick and evasive and looks like a real talent. Hard to 
see him replacing Ryan Papenhuyzen at this stage but he may get an 
opportunity from the bench in 2024 and be a great attacking weapon 
for Craig Bellamy.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   JOE CHAN (0PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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BEST STARTING 13
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NICK MEANEY - 3KP 
2023 - 91/116 (78%)

Career - 199/268 (74%)

RYAN PAPENHUYZEN - 6KP 
2023 - 4/6 (67%)

Career - 100/127 (79%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Sualauvi Faalogo – Plenty of hype about 

this kid. He’s only seen one NRL match 
against a reserve-grade Broncos, but he is 
a pocket rocket. Stuck behind Papi, but we 

all know his recent luck. 

DEANO’S DUD
Nick Meaney – Would I draft him? 

“Yes”, but as backup only and in 
the latter rounds. Covers multiple 
positions but will need an injury or 
two to lock down a spot this year.

MIG’S MONEY
Harry Grant – the reigning MVP 

hasn’t reached his ceiling yet which 
is scary. Will be the first player 

drafted in 90% of competitions…

PLAYER GAINS
Ammaron Gudgeon

PLAYER LOSSES
Tariq Sims

Jayden Nikorima

George Jennings

Jordan Grant

Tom Eisenhuth
R. PapenhuyzenR. PapenhuyzenX. CoatesX. Coates W. WarbrickW. Warbrick

R. SmithR. Smith

J. HughesJ. Hughes

M. SeveM. Seve

C. MunsterC. Munster

N. A-SolomonaN. A-Solomona

H. GrantH. Grant

T. LoieroT. Loiero

T. KamikamicaT. Kamikamica

E. KatoaE. Katoa

C. WelchC. Welch

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
3RD

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$9

2019
1ST

2020
2ND

2023

2022

2021

3RD

5TH

1ST

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/mel
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CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DOUEIHI

WHAT HAPPENED
100% shitshow.  On the field, off the field, 
in the front office and in the coaching 
box.  

Honestly, the best thing about the Tigers 
is the hot chick who works the stats in the 
coach’s box.  

Seriously though, the Tigers are a basket 
case and Benji has his work cut out for 
him if they are to avoid back-to-back 
spoons.

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Hmmmm – ok, so the backrowers are 
hard workers but even Papalii’s numbers 
declined last season. Bateman was solid 
enough to warrant a round 5 pick.  Api 
Korisau will pull the strings as usual, and 
as the Tigers typically do a lot of tackling, 
so too does Api.

In the backs, the major offensive weapon 
is young gun Jahream Bula.  He was 
dynamic in attack and made Daine Laurie 
look pedestrian!  The rest of the backline 
could be anything.  There are big wraps 
on Junior Tupou and his strike rate is quite 
good too! 

THE MAIL
Overall, the Tigers do look better but 
there’s so many questions that really can’t 
be answered until we see what the new 
look halves bring to the equation.  

No Adam Doueihi is again a major concern 
but the reality with him is, the Tigers 
haven’t had him fully fit for ages now 
anyway!  Stay off socoal media too, Adam…

It looks to be another long season for the 
Tigers.  They’ll have a better week now 
and then but ultimately, they’ll be cannon 
fodder for most…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Can the new halves pairing gel straight 

away – they need to!

•	 How long will the players buy into 
Benji’s philosophy?

•	 With a decent forward pack, can the 
backs man up defensively?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Luke Brooks OUT!  Yes - you read right!  
The Tigers will field a new-look halves 
pairing in Jayden Sullivan and Aidan Sezer 
in 2024.  

That will be exciting for Tiger’s fans and 
now I guess we’ll really know if Brooks 
was the real issue or just the scapegoat!

The highly touted Fainu brothers join from 
Manly but that’s basically it for the Tigers.  
Leaving are the likes of Ofahengaue, 
Maumalo, Talau and Laurie – not major 
losses really.

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

API KOROISAUAPI KOROISAU
140 PTS140 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
17TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$101

2019
9TH

2020
11TH

2023

2022

2021

17TH

16TH

13TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Koroisau, Apisai Hooker 21 6 8 5 10 11 5 3 123 (159) ▲▲

Papalii, Isaiah Back Row 23 2 2 3 2 19 5 1 123 -

Bateman, John Back Row 20 2 1 1 3 20 4 0 122 ▼▼

Klemmer, David Front Row 24 1 0 2 0 14 6 0 88 ▼▼

Utoikamanu, Stefano Front Row 21 2 1 3 0 13 1 0 80 ▲▲

Bula, Jahream Full Back 18 5 7 8 10 0 12 2 78 ▲▲

Twal, Alex Front Row 22 1 0 1 0 13 4 0 76 -

To'a, Starford Centre 20 7 2 10 3 0 14 1 74 -

Tupou, Junior Winger 22 6 2 18 3 0 6 1 62 ▲▲

Olam, Justin Centre 16 5 2 5 3 0 13 1 57 -

Pole, Fonua Lock 23 4 0 2 0 6 1 0 50 -

Kepaoa, Asu Centre 22 5 0 5 6 0 4 0 39 -

Simpkin, Jake Hooker 20 2 1 3 2 4 0 2 37 -

Staines, Charlie Winger 9 3 1 2 3 0 6 0 31 -

Sullivan, Jayden Five Eighth 12 3 3 4 4 0 0 4 31 (37) -

Douiehi, Adam Five Eighth | KP5 6 1 1 2 1 0 4 3 21 (45) -

Naden, Brent Centre 9 2 2 2 1 0 4 0 21 -

Seyfarth, Alex Back Row 17 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 8 -

Reilly, Triston Centre 2 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 6 -

Casey, Declan Winger 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 -

Smith, Will Five Eighth 5 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 -

Fainu, Samuela Back Row 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 -

Fainu, Sione Front Row 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 -

Feledy, Josh Centre 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 -

Alaimalo, Solomon Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Fainu, Latu Five Eighth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Matamua, Justin Lock 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Sezer, Aidan Half Back | KP5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Da Silva, Tallyn Hooker 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Freebairn, Thomas Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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WATCH

Feledy was given a taste of NRL at the end of 2023 and did not look 
out of his depth. With the loss of Tommy Talau to Manly, there is a 
centre spot up for grabs and Feledy could be the man to fill it.

He has a knack for finding the try line and I think he will get an 
opportunity early in the season ahead of Brent Naden.
Fun fact: Our rookie pick for last year, Justin Matamua, scored 0 points, 
but that was an improvement on his -2 the year before.
LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   JUSTIN MATAMUA (0PTS)

Josh

FeledyFeledy
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13
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AIDAN SEZER - 5KP 
2023 - 2/3 (67%)

Career - 179/218 (82%)

ADAM DOUIEHI - 5KP 
2023 - 12/16 (75%)

Career - 129/174 (74%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Jahream Bula – The Tigers see Bula as 

their long-term fullback, and why not? He 
had a breakout debut season in 2023, so 

look for him to go to the next level in 2024 
with a proper pre-season under his belt. 

DEANO’S DUD
Isaiah Papali’i – In 2024, Benji will want 
everyone to play like he did regardless of 
position so I would be looking elsewhere 
for quality second rowers as the Tigers 
try to work their way out of Spoonville.     

MIG’S MONEY
John Bateman – Bateman is solid as 
a rock.  Plays big minutes, is durable 

and crosses the stripe regularly 
enough to warrant being one of 

the first backrowers drafted…

PLAYER GAINS
Latu Fainu

Samuela Fainu

Jayden Sullivan

Aiden Sezer

Alexander Lobb

Solomon Alaimalo

PLAYER LOSSES
Luke Brooks

Tommy Talau

Daine Laurie

Aitasi James

Ken Maumalo

Joe Ofahengaue

J. BulaJ. BulaJ. TupouJ. Tupou C. StainesC. Staines

S. To'aS. To'a

A. SezerA. Sezer

B. NadenB. Naden

J. SullivanJ. Sullivan

F. PoleF. Pole

A. KoroisauA. Koroisau

J. BatemanJ. Bateman

D. KlemmerD. Klemmer

I. Papali’iI. Papali’i

S. UtoikamanuS. Utoikamanu

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
17TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$101

2019
9TH

2020
11TH

2023

2022

2021

17TH

16TH

13TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/wst
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ANOTHER TITANIC STRUGGLE

WHAT HAPPENED
Another dud of a season for Titans fans 
(all 3 of them) as the rollercoaster that is 
the Titans continued to disappoint.  

On paper, they are a much better team 
than their 14th placed finish. New coach 
Des Hasler will need to pull out all the 
quirky tricks if he is to get these guys into 
the top 8.  

The positive Dessy is, they have all the 
tools, they just need to learn how to use 
them…

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
Surprisingly, the Titans are oozing 
with draft targets.  Their wingers were 
outstanding in CEO with Khan-Periera 
crossing the stripe 20 times in his maiden 
season. Phillip Sami averaged 20 runs a 
game and is always good for metre eaters!

In the forwards, the Tino-Fifita 
combination was at its best in 2023. Both 
players had career best seasons with Fifita 
in particular impressing with his work 
ethic. Mo Fotuiaka was also a revelation 
up front with a renewed propensity for 
work seeing him rack up the workhorses!

THE MAIL
How to unlock the Titans remains the 
eternal question for the Coach. They have 
the cattle but at the end of the day, the 
results simply aren’t forthcoming.  

Coach Dessy will have to change it up 
and that could start with Jayden Campbell 
and AJ Brimson. Both have to be in the 
side somewhere and Campbell’s form 
in particular has numerous other clubs 
sniffing for his signature.

Overall, it’s hard to see Dessy changing 
the mindset straight away. However, if 
they can get their spine selections right 
straight away, the Titans have the team 
and unpredictability to make their mark in 
2024…

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Where dos Campbell and Brimson fit 

in this team?

•	 Can Fifita have another big season?

•	 Will the halves of Foran and Boyd be 
good enough to unlock this team?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
Only really Keenan Palasia comes into the 
Titans side and he could jag a starting 
spot if Tino drops back to lock. Outgoing 
is a whole host of players who really won’t 
impact on the Titans at all.  PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP

TINO FA'ASUAMALEAUITINO FA'ASUAMALEAUI
180 PTS180 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
14TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$51

2019
16TH

2020
9TH

2023

2022

2021

14TH

13TH

8TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Fifita, David Back Row 22 8 10 9 11 17 16 0 189 ▼▼

Fa'asuamaleaui, Tino Front Row 19 6 1 6 3 22 16 0 175 -

K-Pereira, Alofiana Winger 24 20 5 29 0 0 6 1 132 -

Kelly, Brian Centre 22 6 9 8 19 0 19 0 107 -

Sami, Phillip Winger 22 11 2 13 0 0 22 0 105 ▲▲

Fotuaika, Moeaki Front Row 21 0 1 0 2 17 10 0 103 -

Randall, Chris Hooker 22 4 1 8 1 9 2 0 76 ▼▼

Brimson, AJ Centre 14 4 12 9 10 0 6 3 74 ▲▲

Campbell, Jayden Full Back 22 5 3 10 7 0 10 3 66 (76) ▲▲

Boyd, Tanah Half Back | KP6 21 2 10 3 6 0 0 14 62 (200) -

Foran, Kieran Five Eighth 20 6 5 6 11 0 1 3 62 -

Verrills, Sam Hooker 11 1 4 1 4 7 1 0 54 -

Stimson, Joe Back Row 24 2 0 2 0 6 0 0 40 -

Schoupp, Aaron Centre 19 2 1 0 4 0 10 0 32 (34) -

Liu, Issac Front Row 23 1 3 1 5 3 0 0 31 -

Fifita, Sosefo Winger 17 3 0 6 1 1 2 0 23 -

Palasia, Keenan Front Row 18 0 0 0 1 4 1 0 23 ▲▲

Clark, Erin Lock 20 1 0 2 0 3 1 1 22 -

Haas, Klese Back Row 18 3 0 2 2 1 0 0 21 -

Jolliffe, Jaimin Front Row 9 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 20 -

Fa'asuamaleaui, Iszac Front Row 15 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 12 -

Kini, Keano Winger 9 0 1 0 2 0 2 1 9 -

Weaver, Thomas Half Back 3 0 2 0 2 0 0 1 9 (11) -

Smith-Shields, Harley Winger 7 0 0 1 2 0 2 0 7 -

Allick, Jacob Back Row 4 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 6 -

Fermor, Beau Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Foran, Ryan Back Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Francis, Tony Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Groot, Jaylan Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Maumalo, Ken Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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I am not convinced that Tanah Boyd can be the Titans long term 
halfback. If results don’t go their way early in 2024, I suspect 
Weaver will be given his chance. 

Weaver managed 12 try assists for the Seagulls in the Qld Cup last 
year and was given a chance in the NRL in the final 3 rounds. Coach 
Hasler has already stated that Kieran Foran will not be moving to 
halfback so that leaves Weaver and Boyd to fight it out.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   SOSEFO ‘JOJO’ FIFITA (23PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23

Thomas

WeaverWeaver
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13
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TANAH BOYD - 6KP 
2023 - 69/86 (80%)

Career - 92/114 (81%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Jayden Campbell – JC is an out-and-out 
fullback. We’ve seen glimpses of what he 

can do. He’s electric on his feet and, much 
like his dad, plays above his weight. Come 

on Des, give the kid a go!

DEANO’S DUD
AJ Brimson - He was a decent 5/8, a very 

good fullback, and the Titans are even 
considering him at centre! Good to have 
as depth but I wouldn't bank on playing 

him for more than a quarter of the season.

MIG’S MONEY
Tino Fa'asuamaleaui – What 

a beast.  Workhorses every week 
and chips in for the odd pie or 
two. Just a weapon in CEO…

PLAYER GAINS

Keenan Palasia

Harley Smith-Shields

PLAYER LOSSES

Kruise Leeming

Aaron Booth

Patrick Herbert

Sam McIntyre

Thomas Mikaele

Toby Sexton
A. BrimsonA. BrimsonA. Khan-PereiraA. Khan-Pereira P. SamiP. Sami

A. SchouppA. Schoupp

T. BoydT. Boyd

B. KellyB. Kelly

K. ForanK. Foran

T. Fa’asuamaleauiT. Fa’asuamaleaui

S. VerrillsS. Verrills

B. FermorB. Fermor

M. FotuaikaM. Fotuaika

D. FifitaD. Fifita

K. PalasiaK. Palasia

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
14TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$51

2019
16TH

2020
9TH

2023

2022

2021

14TH

13TH

8TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/gld
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IT'S BUSINESS TIME

WHAT HAPPENED
The Warriors exceeded all expectations – 
possibly even their own – as they excited 
home fans with some dazzling footy!  

Shaun Johnson was on absolute fire and 
new Coach Andrew Webster has all the 
Cuzzy Bros buying into his philosophy!  
What a season it was as they secured a top 
4 position on the ladder with 16 wins!!

CEO DRAFT TARGETS
The 2023 Warriors proved there was a lot 
to like draft-wise. Will the 2024 Warriors 
deliver the same?  

SJ was a weapon and remained relatively 
fit although he relinquished the boots at 
the backend of the season.  

The real surprise was the resurgence of 
DWZ who was the beneficiary of a backline 
sweep that was almost impossible to stop.

In the forwards, AFB and Tohu were beasts 
in the core. There was value in Wayde 
Egan too.  

The edge forwards were also a surprise 
– Jackson Ford in particular found a nice 
spot on the left edge!

THE MAIL
If the Warriors can keep the mojo flowing 
into 2024, then they are a team to watch.  
The critics would suggest their ceiling 
can’t possibly get any higher than last 
year though and that’s fair enough.  

Either way, at home, the Warriors will be 
very hard to beat, especially if the halves 
combinations of Johnson and Metcalf can 
maximise their time together.  

All in all, if you’re backing the Warriors to 
go well again, there’s draft-worthy troops 
in the squad!

QUESTIONS THAT NEED 
TO BE ANSWERED 
DURING THE TRIALS:
•	 Where does RTS fit into this team?

•	 Can the Warriors do it again?

•	 Will SJ remain fit and dominate again 
in 2024?

PERSONNEL CHANGES
The big offseason news surrounded gun 
prop AFB wanted out, despite a career 
defining season. Warriors management 
was able to pour water on that fire and 
have him for one last season.  

There’s not much other movement in the 
squad. Kurt Capewell comes from the 
Broncos in a ‘strange move’. Harris-Tevita 
and Tuivasa-Scheck both return from 
hiatus and bolster the squad nicely.  

Josh Curran is the only real loss, but they 
never really utilised him to his potential 
anyway…

PREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVPPREDICTED ‘24 CLUB MVP
ADDIN FONUA-BLAKEADDIN FONUA-BLAKE

160 PTS160 PTS
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2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
8TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$23

2019
13TH

2020
10TH

2023

2022

2021

4TH

15TH

12TH

TRTR - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse - Try              TA - Try Assist              LB - Line Break              LBA - Line Break Assist              WH - Workhorse

ME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl GoalsME - Metre Eater              RS - Repeat Set              * - Denotes Super League Stats              (###) - Points incl Goals

▲▲ - More Potential - More Potential

▼▼ - Less Potential - Less Potential

Johnson, Shaun Half Back | KP6 23 8 27 10 25 0 0 22 173 (315) ▼▼

Fonua-Blake, Addin Front Row 23 8 2 9 2 17 19 0 168 ▲▲

Harris, Tohu Lock 20 3 4 4 8 18 4 0 130 ▼▼

W-Zelezniak, Dallin Winger 17 21 2 22 0 0 8 1 127 ▼▼

Ford, Jackson Back Row 21 4 1 8 1 17 7 0 124 -

Egan, Wayde Hooker 20 5 5 6 10 12 4 2 116 -

Capewell, Kurt Back Row 21 6 4 8 4 12 1 0 106 ▼▼

N-klokstad, Charnze Full Back 20 6 6 7 11 0 20 0 94 -

Pompey, Adam Centre | KP3 24 5 9 9 16 0 10 1 84 (110) -

Montoya, Marcelo Winger 24 9 1 16 1 0 14 0 83 -

Barnett, Mitchell Front Row 12 2 1 6 1 11 5 0 80 ▲▲

Walker, Dylan Lock 21 2 4 3 12 5 4 0 62 -

Niukore, Marata Back Row 19 3 2 6 1 8 3 0 61 -

Metcalf, Luke Five Eighth 12 6 3 6 6 0 2 0 49 (51) ▲▲

Berry, Rocco Centre 13 2 8 4 8 0 3 0 42 -

Kosi, Edward Winger 11 5 0 5 0 0 1 0 27 -

Tevaga, Jazz Lock 8 1 0 1 0 3 2 0 24 -

Ale, Tom Front Row 19 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 19 -

Lussick, Freddy Hooker 19 1 1 1 1 2 0 0 18 -

Martin, Te Maire Five Eighth 6 0 2 1 7 0 0 2 16 -

Afoa, Bunty Front Row 21 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 15 -

Tuaupiki, Taine Full Back 13 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 8 -

Leiataua, Ali Centre 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 -

Going, Kalani Back Row 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Graham-Taufa, Moala Winger 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Harris-Tavita, Chanel Five Eighth 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Kepu, Valingi Front Row 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Roache, Paul Hooker 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -

Tuivasa-Sheck, Roger Full Back 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ▲▲

Sifakula, Demitric Lock 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -2 -

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24

PLAYER POSITION GAMES TR TA LB LBA WH ME RS ‘23 TOTAL ‘24
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This 20 year old Kiwi beast could develop a cult following 
amongst Warriors fans. 

He scored 10 tries in 16 matches for the Warriors in the NSW Cup 
last season and was given a taste of NRL in round 15. 

The Warriors lack size in their backline and this kid could be the next 
Siosifa Talakai.

LAST YEAR’S PREDICTION:   EDWARD KOSI (27PTS)
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NRLCEO FINALS BEGIN ROUND 23
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NRLCEO’S
BEST STARTING 13
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ADAM POMPEY - 3KP 
2023 - 20/28 (71%)

Career - 21/31 (68%)

SHAUN JOHNSON - 6KP 
2023 - 71/89 (80%)

Career - 530/695 (76%)

BONA’S BREAKOUT
Roger Tuivasa-Sheck – It’s strange to 

see RTS as a breakout player to watch, but 
we know how good he is, and when he 
has the ball in hand, he is up there with 

the most dynamic player in the NRL. 

DEANO’S DUD
Te Maire Martin – Should occupy 
a bench spot, so pick up as depth 

only as he could be handy if there are 
any long term injuries in the Warriors 
preferred halves, but that is a big if.

MIG’S MONEY
Tohu Harris – Tohu just keeps on 

going, despite ongoing knee concerns.  
He’s a double workhorse threat 

more often than not and you have to 
admire his leadership on the field.

PLAYER GAINS
Roger Tuivasa-Sheck

Chanel Harris-Tavita

Kurt Capewell

Patrick Moimoi

Sanele Aukusitino

Selumiela Halasima

PLAYER LOSSES
Viliami Vailea

Bayley Sironen

Brayden Wiliame

Josh Curran

Ronald Volkman

CNKCNKM. MontoyaM. Montoya D. W-ZelezniakD. W-Zelezniak

R. T-SheckR. T-Sheck

S. JohnsonS. Johnson (K) (K)

A. PompeyA. Pompey

L. MetcalfL. Metcalf

T. HarrisT. Harris

W. EganW. Egan

J. FordJ. Ford

A. F-BlakeA. F-Blake

M. NiukoreM. Niukore

M. BarnettM. Barnett

2024
PREDICTED
FINISH
8TH

SPORTSBET

ODDS
$23

2019
13TH

2020
10TH

2023

2022

2021

4TH

15TH

12TH

https://rugbyleaguemerch.com/collections/nzw


DRAFT DAY CHEAT SHEETS
NRLCEO TOP 200 FROM 2023

124
123
123
122
121
121
121
120
119
119
118
117
117
117
117
117
116
116
116
115
115
115
114
114
114
114
113
113
112
111
109
109
108
108
107
107
106
106
105
105
105
105
104
104
103
103
103
100
100
99

221
189
175
175
173
173
173
168
168
167
165
164
163
161
161
161
161
160
156
154
152
150
146
146
145
145
142
141
138
138
138
137
136
135
135
135
132
131
131
131
130
130
130
128
127
127
127
126
125
124

FORD, Jackson
PAPALII, Isaiah
KOROISAU, Apisai
BATEMAN, John
MOSES, Mitchell
HORSBURGH, Corey
FARNWORTH, Herbie
KOLOAMATANGI, Keaon
NIKORIMA, Kodi
LAWRIE, Blake
SORENSEN, Scott
TASS, Isaiah
MAM, Ezra
LOIERO, Trent
GARRICK, Reuben
COBBO, Selwyn
REYNOLDS, Adam
FRIZELL, Tyson
EGAN, Wayde
SIVO, Maika
RAMIEN, Jesse
MUNSTER, Cameron
TABUAI-FIDOW, Hamiso
PENISINI, Will
KATOA, Eliesa
CROKER, Lachlan
WILTON, Teig
COLLINS, Lindsay
GAGAI, Dane
WHITEHEAD, Elliott
STAGGS, Kotoni
BROWN, Dylan
MCINNES, Cameron
KENNEDY, William
KELLY, Brian
CROSSLAND, Phoenix
DEARDEN, Thomas
CAPEWELL, Kurt
TRBOJEVIC, Tom
SAMI, Phillip
MEANEY, Nick
BURTON, Matt
SAAB, Jason
AVERILLO, Jake
KING, Max
HOLMES, Valentine
FOTUAIKA, Moeaki
WARBRICK, William
MARSHALL-KING, Jeremy
FELDT, Kyle

GRANT, Harry
FIFITA, David
HOPGOOD, J'maine
FA'ASUAMALEAUI, Tino
JOHNSON, Shaun
HYNES, Nicho
COOK, Damien
ISAAKO, Jamayne
FONUA-BLAKE, Addin
GUTHERSON, Clinton
DRINKWATER, Scott
MAHONEY, Reed
NIKORA, Briton
WALKER, Cody
ROBSON, Reece
OLAKAU'ATU, Haumole
MARZHEW, Greg
BRAILEY, Blayke
BEST, Bradman
YOUNG, Dominic
WALSH, Reece
TAPINE, Joseph
PONGA, Kalyn
HUGHES, Jahrome
TO'O, Brian
BUTCHER, Nat
HAAS, Payne
CARTWRIGHT, Bryce
YEO, Isaah
TEDESCO, James
CHERRY-EVANS, Daly
GRAHAM, Campbell
YOUNG, Hudson
RAVALAWA, Mikaele
MULITALO, Ronaldo
CLEARY, Nathan
KHAN-PEREIRA, Alofiana
MURRAY, Cameron
EDWARDS, Dylan
CARRIGAN, Patrick
HUNT, Ben
HARRIS, Tohu
CRICHTON, Stephen
TIMOKO, Matt
W-ZELEZNIAK, Dallin
PRESTON, Jacob
KING, Josh
TALAKAI, Siosifa
KEARY, Luke
JOHNSTON, Alex

BR8
BR9
HK6
BR10
HB7
LK7
CT6

BR11
FE3 | FB7

FR5
BR12
CT7
FE4

BR13
WG10
WG11
HB8
BR14
HK7

WG12
CT8
FE5
FB8
CT9

BR15
HK8
BR16
FR6

CT10
BR17
CT11
FE6
LK8
FB9

CT12
HK9
FE7

BR18
FB10

WG13
FB11
FE8

WG14
CT13
FR7

CT14
FR8

WG15
HK10
WG16

HK1
BR1
LK1
FR1
HB1
HB2
HK2
WG1
FR2
FB1
FB2
HK3
BR2
FE1
HK4
BR3
WG2
HK5
CT1
WG3
FB3
FR3
FB4
HB3
WG4
BR4
FR4
BR5
LK2
FB5
HB4
CT2
BR6
WG5
WG6
HB5
WG7
LK3
FB6
LK4
HB6
LK5
CT3
CT4
WG8
BR7
LK6
CT5
FE2

WG9

51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

2023
SCORE

2023
SCORE

PLAYER
NAME

PLAYER
NAME

POSITION
RANK

POSITION
RANK

OVERALL
RANK

OVERALL
RANK



DRAFT DAY CHEAT SHEETS
NRLCEO TOP 200 FROM 2023

74
74
74
74
72
70
69
69
69
69
68
67
66
66
66
65
65
65
64
62
62
62
62
61
61
61
60
60
60
59
58
57
57
56
56
55
55
54
54
53
53
52
52
51
51
50
50
50
50
49

98
98
98
98
98
96
96
96
95
94
94
94
93
92
92
91
91
90
89
89
89
88
87
87
86
85
84
83
83
82
82
81
81
81
81
80
80
79
79
78
78
77
77
77
76
76
76
75
75
75

TO'A, Starford
MARTIN, Liam
HOPOATE, Albert
BRIMSON, AJ
AITEN, Euan
WALLACE, Jarrod
PAPALII, Josh
HASTINGS, Jackson
GILBERT, Tom
BROMWICH, Kenny
CURRAN, Josh
ADDO-CARR, Josh
THOMPSON, Leo
PAULO, Junior
CAMPBELL, Jayden
SAIFITI, Daniel
PERHAM, Hayze
KRIS, Sebastian
BROOKS, Luke
WALKER, Dylan
TUPOU, Junior
FORAN, Kieran
BOYD, Tanah
W-HARGREAVES, Jared
RIKI, Jordan
NIUKORE, Marata
SMITH, Billy
KATOA, Isaiya
ELLIOTT, Adam
SCHUSTER, Josh
BIRD, Jack
OLAM, Justin
BURNS, Billy
WILLIAMS, Jack
VALEMEI, Semi
EDWARDS, Harrison
BROMWICH, Jesse
VERRILLS, Sam
TATOLA, Tevita
MOLO, Francis
CHEE-KAM, Michael
RUSSELL, Sean
ALAMOTI, Paul
WILSON, Blake
MCLEAN, Jordan
SMITH, Reimis
POLE, Fonua
NIU, Fanitesi
NANAI, Ieremia
WHARE, Valynce

WADDELL, Corey
SIMONNSON, Bailey
MATTERSON, Ryan
COTTER, Reuben
COATES, Xavier
TAGO, Izack
SLOAN, Tyrell
KENNY, Mitchell
LEMUELU, Connelly
TUPOU, Daniel
N-KLOKSTAD, Charnze
MITCHELL, Latrell
LOMAX, Zac
TAULAGI, Murray
KOULA, Tolutau
WELCH, Christian
RADLEY, Victor
TRBOJEVIC, Jake
RAPANA, Jordan
FOGARTY, Jamal
FISHER-HARRIS, James
KLEMMER, David
TURUVA, Sunia
BUTCHER, Egan
MANU, Joseph
GAMBLE, Tyson
POMPEY, Adam
PEACHEY, Tyrone
MONTOYA, Marcelo
SMITH, Brandon
LIDDLE, Jacob
TOWNSEND, Chad
SU'A, Jayden
LUAI, Jarome
KATOA, Si
UTOIKAMANU, Stefano
BARNETT, Mitchell
WIGHTON, Jack
HOSKING, Zac
DE BELIN, Jack
BULA, Jahream
PASEKA, Taniela
KIRAZ, Jacob
C-GILLARD, Reagan
TWAL, Alex
RANDALL, Chris
ILIAS, Lachlan
SULI, Moses
SUAALII, Joseph
NICHOLLS, Mark

CT26
BR23
WG25
CT27
CT28
FR20
FR21
HB12
LK13
BR24
BR25
WG26
FR22
FR23
FB16
FR24
FB17
FB18
HB13
LK14

WG27
FE11
HB14
FR25
BR26
BR27
CT29
FE12
LK15
FE13
BR28
CT30
BR29
LK16

WG28
LK17
FR26
HK15
FR27
FR28
BR30
WG29
CT31
WG30
FR29
CT32
LK18

WG31
BR31
CT33

LK9
CT15
LK10
FR9

WG17
CT16
FB12
HK11

BR19 | CT17

WG18
FB13
FB14
CT18
WG19
CT19
FR10
LK11
LK12

WG20
HB9
FR11
FR12
WG21
BR20
CT20
FE9

CT21
CT22
WG22
HK12
HK13
HB10
BR21
FE10

WG23
FR13
FR14
CT23
BR22
FR15
FB15
FR16
CT24
FR17
FR18
HK14
HB11
CT25
WG24
FR19

151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200

101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150

2023
SCORE

2023
SCORE
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NAME

POSITION
RANK

POSITION
RANK

OVERALL
RANK

OVERALL
RANK



We’ve analysed each club’s NRLCEO points scored from last season to work out where their points came from. 

DRAFT DAY CHEAT SHEETS
POINTS BREAKDOWN - CLUB BY CLUB

BACKSBACKS
750 / 55%

BACKSBACKS
897 / 58%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
604 / 45%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
637 / 42%

13541354

15341534

BACKSBACKS
657 / 47%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
744 / 53%14011401

BACKSBACKS
680 / 54%

BACKSBACKS
790 / 52%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
569 / 46%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
739 / 48%

12491249

15291529

BACKSBACKS
688 / 48%

BACKSBACKS
807 / 51%

BACKSBACKS
703 / 52%

BACKSBACKS
713 / 45%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
749 / 52%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
787 / 49%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
658 / 48%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
883 / 55%

14371437

15941594

13611361

15961596

BACKSBACKS
946 / 59%

BACKSBACKS
815 / 53%

BACKSBACKS
833 / 54%

BACKSBACKS
744 / 52%

BACKSBACKS
768 / 55%

BACKSBACKS
644 / 52%

BACKSBACKS
922 / 56%

BACKSBACKS
507 / 41%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
667 / 41%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
723 / 47%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
724 / 46%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
621 / 45%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
585 / 48%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
726 / 44%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
732 / 59%

FORWARDSFORWARDS
677 / 48%

16131613

15381538

15571557

14211421

13891389

12291229

16481648

12391239



RESERVE

RESERVE

BENCH 
(BACK)

BENCH 
(FORWARD)

BENCH 
(BACK)

BENCH 
(FORWARD)

LK

HK

C

BR

HB

W

BR

FR

C

FR

W
FE

FB

RESERVE

RESERVE

RESERVE

DRAFT DAY CHEAT SHEETS
FINAL TEAM & DRAFT PREFERENCES

FINAL TEAM DRAFT PREFERENCES

WINGERS

FULL BACKS

CENTRES

FIVE EIGHTHS

HALFBACKS

HOOKERS

LOCKS

FRONT ROWERS

BACK ROWERS



WITH THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS

https://mc.championdata.com/nrl/
https://leagueunlimited.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nrlphysio/
https://www.rugbyleagueproject.org/
https://www.zerotackle.com/
https://thebench.com.au/splash
http://rugbyleaguemerch.com
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